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- tranſcripts for friends; and their reimpreſſion 1s to correct ſome errors which Alipped into the ſtate 


tained, a 


+.+ The im of theſe Letters was deſigned for. private uſe, to avoidthe trouble of makin 


of facts, from miitakes of time, place, or nautical deſcription, of no material conſequence to the ge- 
neral ſcope of the relation or to the perſons intereſted in it, yet ſuch, as when diſcovered and aſcer- 


to truth and accuracy required to be ſet right upon the firſt opportunity; more 
eſpecially as the facts themſelves are intended to he put out of all doubt, whatever the inferences 


from them may be. But it may not be improper to obſerve, that one ſource of confuſion will ever 


occur between the journals of landmen and mariners, becauſe the latter always begin their day 
at noon ; ſo that a ſeaman will ſet down a matter as happening on the 17th of Auguſt (for in- 
ſtance), which a perſon aſhore will minute the 16th; — yet both the entries ſhall be juſt, for the 


event r in the afternoon of the 16th, when the mariner Faq gotten into the 17th day of his 
reckoning, I have endeavoured to follow the land ſupputation, 


ut may ſometimes have been 
miſled by the nautical. | 


Thanckes, 25th Oct. 1782. 


SIR, 


"reaſon for troubling you with this letter is what has been both publicly 
and privately propagated, with much induſtry, to the diſadvantage of a 
very near relation, who whilſt ſerving abroad muſt be entirely ignorant of what 
is ſaid at home. | | | 
But, before I enter upon the principal ſubje& of this letter, I find myſelf 
drawn to the mention of a particular that in point of time happened long before 
— tranſactions of which I promiſed to give you ſome account: I mean what 
tollows. 1 | 
On the laſt day before the receſs of the Houſe of Commons, according to the 
newſpapers, Admiral Keppel ſaid, * he had ever been of opinion, that if a proper 
« uſe had been made of the force under Admiral Graves, Mr. De Rochambeau 
% would never have been ſuffered to land in America, and the diſaſter of Lord 
c Cornwallis would have been prevented“ I ſuppoſe the Admiral muſt allude 
to the time of the Rear Admiral's failing for North America, or the inſtructions 
which he went out with. EF: N | 
Ihe fact was this. On the 2oth of March, 1780, Rear Admiral Graves had 
notice of a command, and ſhortly afterwards orders to get eight certain ſhips of 
the line at Spithead ready for ſea. By the 8th of April they were completed, 
and moved to St. Hellens. Several accidents happening to ſome of theſe ſhips 
_ afterwards, he got to Plymouth with a part only on the 1oth ; when, not having 
the number with him ſpecified by the Admiralty, he could not fail on the 11th 


with Commodore Walſingham, who then put to ſea from that port. Mr. Graves's 
vs | ſquadron 
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ſquadron was at length reduced by order of the board from eight to fix ſhips of 


the line; and, for the protection of the convoy under the Commodore, which 
had returned from apptehenſions of an enemy's fleet at the mouth of the channel, 
the Rear Admiral was ordered to wait for and attend it to a certain latitude. 
This prevented his failing, when he would otherwiſe have done ſo, and much 
miſchief happened to ſome of his ſhips by a ſtorm on the 7th of May, whilſt 
lying in Plymouth Sound waiting for the convoy. Art laſt, by orders dated the 
13th of May, he was commanded to fail, without tarrying for Mr. Walſingham, 
with ſix preſcribed men of war of the line and one frigate, directly for New 
York, and there to put himſelf under the command of Vice Admiral Azgbuthnot. 
The latter part of this order was, perhaps, in conſequence of the ſquadron hay- 
ing been reduced a full fourth, that is, from eight to fix ſhips of the line ; and 
perhaps upon a knowledge of the French from Breſt having ſo much the ſtart, 
that it was morally certain our ſhips could not overtake theirs. Be this as it 
may, the Rear Admiral put to ſea on the 17th of May at 8 o'clock in the even- 
ing, after ſunſet, with a ſpirt of wind that juſt rendered it practicable, which 
ſoon becoming foul, he beat againſt it for three days, inſtead of returning into 
port, as moſt of the ſea-officers imagined he would have done, and at length, by 
perſeverance, he cleared the channel. After this he loſt no other time upon his 
paſſage than in ſhifting the priſoners of a large French Eaſt Indiaman (which he 
accidentally fell upon in his” very route and captured, and, the moment ſhe be- 


came a delay to the ſquadron, left to the care of his frigate); and arrived on the 


13th of July at Sandy Hook with his ſix men of war of the line, having accom- 
pliſhed the voyage in eight weeks to a day; and made a quicker progreſs than any ' 
other ſquadron had ever done, or even than any fingle ſhip of war during the 
Rear Admirals ſubſequent ſtay of ſixteen months in North America, [excepting 
only the Lively brig: The French ſquadron which had failed from Breft on the 
2d of May, at five in the morning, and had go channel to-paſs, and conſiſted of 
no more than eight ſhips of the line with one frigate, got to the American coaſt but 
the ſame day, or one day earlier : and Mr. Digby, with but three ſhips of the line 
and a frigate, has been lately nine weeks and four days in going, as Mr. Graves 
did, from Plymouth Sound to Sandy Hook ; although the former weat at an 
inſtant equally preſſing, and writes to the board-*, that he loſt not a moment's 
time on the way, and fell in with nothing. ae 4 ir I 
Having ſaid thus much, which I truſt is enough, upon ſuch an incident in a 
prior period, I ſhall now go to what I undertook, a faithful though conciſe rela- 
tion of Rear Admiral Graves's proceedings in North America, after the command 
there had fallen upon him, and previous to his failing to look out for Mr. De 
Graſſe; to the end that his unuſual vigilance and providence may become known, 
in oppoſition to the confident charge of the direct contrary, made againſt him in 
the Houſe of Lords by a noble earl, with the particulars of whoſe raſh aſſertions 
I ſhall therefore begin, as being the ſole cauſe of my divulging the leaſt cireum- 


, See London Gaaelte, 6th November, 1781, Ty — * 
ſtance, 


(s) 
ſtance; or even one ſyllable, that paſſed either abroad or at home during Ng 
lucky de 457 1017 r eee R I. een. MAE. aft ine þ (1 
| x 6k 1 firſt day of this ſeſſion of parliament ' (as I was ſoon informed, and 
read alſo the next morning in the Morning Chronicle of the 18th of November, 
1781), it was aſſerted by Lord Denbigh, that * Rear Admiral Graves had 
« received repeated advices from Sir George Rodney in May, July, and Auguſt 
« laſt, of an intended French naval expedition to the Cheſapeak, with à recom» 
«© mendation to collect his whole ſtrength; and meet Sir Samuel Hood off the 
Capes of Virginia; that Sir: Samuel proceeded there in due time, diſpatched 
« immediately a frigate to Admiral Graves ta let him know his arrival, waited 
&« after wards nine days for his coming, and, being then out of patience, made ſall 
4 with his own ſquadron for New York, looking by the way into the Cheſapeak 
6 and Delaware, where he could ſee neither friend nor foe; that he found Ad- 
« miral Graves at Sandy Hook, not even preparing to ſtir and that at laſt, when 
b the Admiral moved from thence: towards the Cheſapeak, he left four ſhips of 
e force behind him.“ To this, the common report made his lordſhip add, 
« the Admiral had the like information and directions from the Admiralty, but 
« that he had equally diſregarded them.” d ſuch aſſertions were hazarded in 
the Houle of Commons: although, on che St. Euſtatius day, Sir George Rodney 
ſtated the merit of his on procendings in the Weſt Indies, and tine advices 
which he had ſeat to the commander in chief by fea at New Vork, and ſpoke in 
the higheſt terms of Sir Samuel. Hood. In the laſt letter from Sir Henry Clinton, 
dated the 13th of November, he writes, Had it been poſſibſe for the fleet to 
6 have ſailed at the time it was firſt imagined they would haue been able co do, 
« I havt not the leaſt doubt that Lord Cornwallis would have been relieved by 
the joint exertions of the navy and army, and 1 therefore cannot ſufficiently 
cc lament; that they could not have been made ſocner; which refers plaimy to 
that General's letter to Lord. Cornwallis, of the 24th of September, informing 
his lordſhip. that the relief would fail the 5th of October *.“ gan 9 
Now, Sir, as the Admiral, whilſt in North America, could not be apprized of 
what might be alledged here, and, by being ordered from thence to 5 — is 
{till farther removed from any intercourſe with this country, I think it my duty 
to bay. betore the public ſo much of his proceedings, relative to theſe charges, as 
2 C2 7 Fendt SONY 30391 


will ſhew the little ground there is for them. 
The jir/t of Sir George Rodney's advices was this. 


= 8 I R, &« Sandwich, St. Euſtatius, zd May, 2781. 
A very confiderable French ſquadron having arrived at Martinique frem 
Europe on the 29ch of laſt, month, I think it my duty 20 give yay information 
thereof, that you may be upon your guard ſhould, they wid the Goats pf 
America, in which caſe I ſhall ſend you every affiſtance in my power. 
* have the honour to be, &c. 
| COB RODNEY.,,” 
* See London Gazette, Docember 16, 1781. 
| C MO 


ay 


Graves, the Vice Admiral having 


Wa 


,, addreſſed o Vice Admiral: Arbuthhot, ſent. by. the Gorrand ; "Captain 


Chamberlay ne, and arrived (as I am informed) at New York the 19th of June. 
124 By a letter from the adchiraky, dlatedithe ach of April, Mr. Arbut not had been 
ivformed that by their advices “ the ſquadron of ſhips, which had been ſo long 
© prepating at Breſt, ſaid to be deſlined to America (by which was meant the 
a, Leeward iſlands. as well as the continent), was expected to ſail the 22d, and it 
©. was: apprehended. did ſail the aꝗth ulimo. I his iquadron was commanded 
% by Monſ. De. Graſſe, and ſaid — of 26 ſhips of the line, but there was 
25 intelligenee that 6 of them were to ho detached to the Eaſt lodies, and that the 
« nemainder were to go to the Leeward dſlands or Rhode Iſland, moſt probably 
eto the former, though an acrount of that day (the th of April) expreſsly ſaicl 
four were to go to North America and the — 16 to Martinique. The 
<<. number of troops ſaid ta be emharqued were from 7 to 12000 men; and that a 
part of them was to go to the Eaſt indies; but of theſe there were no very cer- 
4 tain or diſtin. accounts, And by another letter of the 4th of May from the 
adnnralty, vhich came by the pacquet in the month of June, the ſame Vice Ad- 
mira] was inſtructed that hy the board's intelligence . young Laurens would re- 
turn, in about ten days after the 12d of April, in a French frigate from Brett. 
No force pf any kind would go from 3 Monſ. De Graſſe was cer- 
„ tainly gane to Martinique, and would not go to North America till July or 
oy rhaps Auguſt.” The troops and tranſports intended for Rhode Iſland, having 
been deprived of the convoy of the Sagittaire, had gone to Martinique with 
« Monſ. De Gtaſſe, from whence they would probably ſail in July with a part 
«© of his fleet, about ten or twelve ſhips of the line; the reſt of Monſ. De Grafle's' 
« fleet would convoy the merchantmen ready for Europe in July or Auguſt,” T 
Upon the ad of July: Mr. Arbuthnot turned over his fleet to Rear Admiral 
for ſome time received permiſſion to return 
home, and directions in that event to leave the command to the Rear Admiral, | 
or, if he was gone to the Welt Indies (although the latter had no orders for 


going there), with the ſenior officer upon the ſtation; and on the 5th the Vice 


Admiral actually departed for England in the Roebuck, En une Mm for 
the defence of North America ſeven ſhips of the line. 
On the very day of the command being thus devolved upon Mr. Graves, he 


ſoar the following letter to Sir George: Rodney At "= Leeward Iſlands, 


-. 


* London, at Sandy Hook, 1d of July, 1795 
«SIR, 


% I have the honor to forward to you by [ieuteriant Delanoe, in the Adive | 
6c brig, bis Excellency General Clinton's meſſenger, alſo my diſpatch, containing, 
*.the laeſt A obtained here, as well as that from Europe. The im- 


nN denken guns, 
Bedford n ; 
Robuſte 74 | - Europe $64 
Royal Oak 9 ; Prudent 


11 


«« portance of that obtained here, which was taken from an intercepted poſt; wi 
„ ſhew you the apptrehenſions of a conſiderable force expected from the French 
% commander in chief in the Weſt Indies,' in concert with whom Monf. De 
«, RBarras ſeems to act; and will demonſtrate how much the fate of this country 
© muſt depend upon the early intelligence and detachments which may be ſent 
te by you hither upon the firſt movement of the enemy. = Lg 3 

I ſhall certainly keep the ſquadron under my command as collected as poſſi- 
4e ble, and ſo placed as to ſecure a retreat to New York where our ſtand muſt be 
« made; and will keep cruizers to the ſouthwarxe. — 9 e 
„„ The French have the addition of a fifty-four-gun ſhip. We are weaker by 
& the abſence of the Royal Oak, now at Hallifax heavirg down; in lieu or which 
* the Warwick has arrived ſickly, and is not yet fit for fervice. | BY 


I have the honor to be, &c. | 
T HO. GRAVE S.“ 
Lieutenant Delanoe was injoined by his orders to proceed without a moment's 
loſs of time, and to make the beſt of his way back with whatever diſpatches he 
might be charged, taking care not to be ſpoken to by any thing on his paſſage. 
And by a letter to Lord Sandwich of the gth of July, conveyed by the Roebuck, 
the Rear Admiral communicated the ſame information, and obſerved withall ** that 
*« the intelligence obtained in that country, confirming the connection as well as 
« dependence of Monſ. De Barras upon the French admiral at Martinique, made 
« it very much to be apprehended that ſomething material would be attempted 
when the hurricane ſeaſon ſhould make it neceſſary for fleets to quit the Weſt 
Indies; ſo that our preſervation. muſt turn upon the ſuccour we might receive.“ 
He apprized his lordſhip moſt minutely of the true ſtate of the North American. 
ſquadron, and gave his own opinion as to the kind of ſhips beſt calculated for 
that ſtation. And in a ſubſequent letter of the 2oth of July he tranſmitted to 
his lordſhip another accurate ſtate of his ſhips, deſcribed the ſort of war which he 
propoſed to carry on, untill there ſhould arrive force ſufficient to enable him to 
act more vigorouſly, pointed out the inconveniencies and wants which his ma- 
jeſty's fleet had to ſtruggle with, and what he conceived would be the beſt 
remedies, in that region; repreſenting withall what had paſſed between him and 
the 8 relative to thoſe objects, being extremely deſirous of their acting in 
perfect concert. | THEE: 
On the 19th of July came advice from the admiralty, dated the 22d of May 
(addreſſed to Vice Admiral Arbuthnot), by the Hornet ſloop of war, © of large 
„ ſupplies of money, clothing, and military ſtores, preparing to be ſent by young 
Laurens for the uſe of the Rebel army in North America, who would in all 
c probability fail from France, before the end of June, with a number of mer- 
« chantmen, under the convoy of one ſhip of the line, another armed en flute, 
* and two ſtout frigates ; that there was every reaſon to believe it one of the moſt * 
1 important 
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important ſupplies the French had ever ſent to the Rebels; that there was 
* no doubt this fleet was of the utmoſt importance, and conſidered by the 
% Rebels themſelves as furniſhing them with the only poſſible means of carrying 
« on the war, the capture of which would be deciſive of the ſtate of America 
« and the war; and their lordſhips ſignifird their directions to the admiral to 
* cauſe a good look- out to be kept for the ſhips and veſſels having the ſaid ſup- 
«plies on board, but left to his judgment to determine upon the moſt likely 
& places to ſtation cruizers for the purpoſe of intercepting them.“ In obedience 
to theſe inſtructions rear admiral Graves, then lying ready without the bar at 
Sandy Hook, failed ſo ſoon as the wind permitted, which was the 21ſt, with fix 
ſhips of the line, ordering the Adamant of 50 guns, that only wanted water, to 
get ſupplied, come over the bar, and follow him; which ſhe did, and reached 
him the next day at ſea: and the Royal Oak coming from Halifax joined near St. 
George's Bank, on the 28th of July. The probability of a rencontre with the 
Rhode Iſland fleet, then called eight ſhips of the line, made this aſſembly of the 
whole New York ſquadron very deſireable. 

The admiral, before he failed, had ſtrengthened the cruizers both off the De- 
lawar and to the northward. The 4ſſurance, Amphitrite and Monk were appointed 
to Boſton bay; and to the convoy for Canada he had added the Warwick of 50 
guns, Knowing that the French had a ſhip of that force and four frigates at 
Boſton, and that they were very much upon the watch to intercept all con voys 
from Europe for Halifax and Quebec; but the Varwick was to return fo ſoon 
as they got above the range of privateers, which is generally about the Iſle du 
Bic. This convoy in particular was very important, for it conſiſted of German, 
recruits, exchanged priſoners, convaleſcents, ſtores, arid clothing under the care 
of general Riedeſell, being the whole proviſion for the army which government 
had ſent out the preceding year for Canada, and for which general Haldiman had. 
been vefy. prefling. It ſailed the 26th of July; and the king's ſhips were directed 
by the admiral, when they came back from Halifax, to bring whatever maſt and 
ſtore ſhips were ready; particularly the Prince William maſtſhip, which had been 
lying in the bay of Fundy fix or Ken months in expectation of convoy: for the 
yard at New York was extremely deficient in all kinds of naval furniture, without 
cordage, rigging, ſtores or proviſions, every thing having been bought for a long 
time paſt in New York itſelf. The Salebay was ſtationed from the Neverſunk to 

; Fd Iris off the Delaware, with orders to 
look out for the French fleet from the Welt Indies : the Charon, Guadaloupe and 
Bonetta were in the Cheſapeak : the Savage failed (the 28th of July) with orders 
to call at he Cheſapeak and thence proceed to Charleſtown, where were the 


| Carysfort and Cormorant; all of which being coppered had direftions to cruize al- 


ternately from a fortnight to three weeks to Jook out for the enemy then expected; 
one of them to go oùt every week, one to ſtay on her ſtation, and one to re- 
turn into port, fo that there might be a rotation of intelligence kept up by them, 
excluſive of what might be carried to and From the Cheſapeak by the general run- 
ners. To quickea the intercourſe with the ſquadron, each ſtation had orders to 

| 23 N * 2 +. "as 
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i ſend duplicates of their diſpatches ; one part to be forwarded” by the captain of 
idle guardſhip at Sandy Hook to the commander by ſea at New York, whilſt the 
other proceeded immediately in queſt of the fquadron, according to/a rendezvous 
depoſited for that purpoſe aboard the guardſhip at the Hook. And commodore 
Affleck, who was left in the command of the port, had inſtructions from the ad- 
miral to ſend to the ſouthern ſtations, during his abſenee, all neceſſary informa- 

tion and intelligence for the guidance of cruizers. In a word, every regulation 

for "intercourſe and expedition, that could be deviſed, was made; and the moſt 

cogent exhortations to diligence and attention were given throughout the various 
Actions. E n las 6 hs. + og . | - 
A On the 25th of July (whilſt the admiral Was at. ſea). arrived. Sir George Rod- 
ney's ſecond diſpatch by the Swallow loop, captain Wells, of which I could get 


from Sir. George? no other than the following general minute. 


F 


Fs . 1138868; | SY As s i {1 
i e Sandwich, Carliſle Bay, Ith July, 17871. 


„ Acquainting Vice Admiral Arbuthnot, that the French fleet, under De 
© Graſſe, had quitted Martinique with the trade of that iſland, and were un- 
4 doubredly gone to Cape Frangois; that in all probability they would after- 
© wards proceed to the Cheſapeak; therefore recommending it to him to join, 


V In conſequence of what fell in the Houle of Lords the ſame night, I aſked him (as we were di- 
| viding in the Houſe of Commons) for the dates and particulars of his three diſpatches to North 
America, when, with great frankneſs and politeneſs, he told me, “ I ſhould have copies of them, for 
% he thought L had a right to them;“ telling me withal, that the diſpatch of-the 7th of July was 
% the moſt material of all.“ The next day he gave me a running minute of them; but on my te- 
minding him of bis promiſe of copies, he. aſſured me he would have.fuch made and ſent to me. Aſter 
waiting ſeveral days, I called twice at his houſe for the purpoſe ; and, not finding him at home, I 
wrote two or three notes to refreſh his memory; but from the burry (I ſuppo!e) of buſineſs, he omitted 
to ſend me any copies. However, the St. Euſtatius affair brought him to the. houſe ; :when he ſlated : 
his ſeveral advices, and appeared to have tranſcripts of them: I applied to him, as we were riſing. 
for thoſe tranſcripts; and he then, after turning over all his papers three or four times, drew out ſe- 
veral, and gave them io me. I did not at that time look into the contents, but did fo the next moru- 
ing, when I found the diſpatch of the 7th of July to be only miſſing: whereupon I wrote directly to 
Sir George to mention the omiſſion, and pray it might be ſupplied. In anſwer, he ſent a very gen-- © 
teel note (December dense The copy of his letter of the 7th-of July was in his letter-book 
4 left at Plymouth, but a copy was, he believed, ſent to the Admiraliy,“ Upon this I wrote to Mr. 
Stephens, to beg a tranſcript, aſſuring him, it I had it from him, 1 would not print it. I had no 
anſwer ; but, on meeting him ten days afcerwards, he told me he had made a diligent rummage among 
their papers at the Admiralty, aud it could not be. found. So ſoon as I heard ot Sir George getting 
to Plymouth, T wrote again te intreat the favour of a copy of this letter of the 7th of July from bis 
letter-book: 1 have had no anſwer. Being aware of his multiplicity of buſineſs, I wrote at the 
ſame time. to a friend there to wait upon Sir George and his Seeretary for the purpoſe :. the latter 
(Me. Paget), upon being applied to, ſaid he would look oat the copy, if there was one, and fend a 
trauert the next morning; but this not being done, my friend went to Sit Gecrge himſelf, at the 
Gom miſſioner's houſe, December z 1 who received him with his uſual politeneſs, aſſured him of his 
good intentions towards, and his great deſire to ſerve, Admiral Graves, whoſe character he well knew 
was moſt unjuſty irjured; and, after paſſing ſeveral high encomiums upon him, told the gentleman 
that if any copy of this letter was in his poſſeſſion, he would certainly ſend it to him when, he got 
aboard but no copy has been ſent, and: Sir George is ſailed for the Welt Indies. * 


D. | | 10 Wich 
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e Wich all his, forcg, the fquadron I ſhould either bring, or:ſeod, to his aſſiſtance 
off the Capes of Virgigia, ſtationing frigates o Jaok ,qut ſpt that purpoſe, 
and to give my ſquadron he neceſlary. information relative to affairs in 
es ian in \ 


The literal contents I now Know to have been theſe: 
bak i9f Sandwich, Barbadoes, th July, 178 1. 
«'STR, 4 F n bn 190 Willis BN SO ry a | 
As the enemy has at this time a fleet of twenty-eight fail of the line at 
„ Martinique, a part of which is reported to be deſtined for North America, 
I have diſpatched his majeſty's ſloop Swallow to acquaint you therewith, and 
{© to inform you that I ſhall keep as good a look-out as poſlible on their motions, | 
„by which my own ſhall be regulated, | | y 
In caſe of my ſending a ſquadron to America, I ſhall order it to make the 
„ capes of Virginia, and proceed along the -coaſt to the capes of the Delaware, 
„ and from thence to Sandy Hook; unleſs the intelligence it may receive from 
« you ſhould.induce it to act otherwiſe. EM 5 * 
„Lou will be pleaſed to order cruizers to look out off the firſtmentioned 
0 capes, giving them orders to hoiſt, &c. (ſignals for knowing each other). 3 
„The enemy's ſquadron deſtined for America will fail, I am informed, in a 
<<: ſhort time; but whether they call off at -Cape'Frangois I cannot learn : bow- 
„ ever, you may dpend upon the ſquadron in America being reinforced, ſhould 
*< the enemy bend their force that way. ÞF | 


« Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
„GE O. BRIDGES RODNEY- 


Jo the Commander in Chief of 
his Majeſty's ſhips, &c. &. 
North America“. n 


By comparing the minuie with the letter, every body may pereeive that the 
former makes Sir George ſay the French fleet bad quitted Martinique, were 
*© undoubtedly gone to Cape Frangois, and in all probability would proceed to the 
„ Cteſapeat.; and he therefore recommended to the commander in North Ame- 
rica to join with all his force the ſquadron he ſhould, bring or ſend off the capes 
of Virginia:“ whereas Sir George in fact only writes that “ as @ part of the 
French fleet at Martinique is reported to be deſtined for North America, he him- 
* ſelf ſhould keep a good look-out on their motions z that in cgſe of his ſending a 
„ ſquadron 


wy 
ee {qua ron, vi merica he ould | #. it to make the capes: of Vice 1 
| 40 4 MEE ore de ted ruigers m 05 be Srdkred t to look out for it of thoſe capes : 
qu d 


« (2 dding). char the enemy” $ {quadron deſtined for America would fail, be was 
60 informed, in a ſhort time, but whether they would call off at Cape Frantois be 
s could not learn; however, the ſquadron in America might depend upon being 
1 reinforced, all the enemy bend their foree that way. 

This great variance of the minute from its original, the decided' poſitiveneſs of 
the one 28 to time and place ſo irreconcileable, in both thoſe reſpects, with the 
proviſionalneſs, indeterminateneſs, and uncertainty of the other, will induce the 
reader, I have no doubt, to lament along with me that Sir George ſhouſd not be 
able to get at his letter. book when he favoured me with the minute; more eſpe- 
cially as Mr, Stephens too, after the moſt n rummage among the admiralty 
papers, could not find his duplicate: this di patch being, a8 Sir Seorge hirmfelf 
very truly ſaid, the mo/# material of all. | 

The commodore, having opened and read its contents, ordered captain W gl 

| to ſea again in queſt of the admiral with the ſubſequent letter. 


« Iris, off New York, 28th, July, 1787. 
* I R, 


© His ma jeſty's loop Sivallow, i arriving with the diſpatches herewith edeloſs, 
I ſend — forward immediately with the Diſpatch brig to accompany her; 
cc and I am to add that, by letters from merchants at Cape Francois, we learn 
« that Monſ. De Graſſe and his fleet were daily expected there on the Ath 
« inſtant. 
«© The Warwick ſailed two days ago with the Halifax convoy. The Ampbitrite 

« and. General Monk failed at the ſame time. The e is 2 this enn 
* The Hornet with the pacquet will ſail to-morrow. 

I have ſent Sir George Rodney's private ſignal to the ſenior officers off the 
1 Cheſapeak and Charleſtown, for the guidance of their cruizers, as well as you 
« them to all within my reach. oF 


| bag I am, &c. 
TY EDM -U. N.D A F FL EC k. 
« Rear Admiral Graves, Rc. &c.” | £20021 enn 0 {if 


A privateer coming within ſight of captain Wells he purſued and took her 
with ſpirit ; but, meeting afterwards with three privateers, he was conſtrained to 


run his floop aſhore upon Long Iſland, and, that his diſpatches IR not fall 
into the enemy's hands, to ſink them without opening. 


Upon the 11th of Auguſt came in the Amphion and two armed ſhips, with 
twenty-three tranſports, bringing German troops from Bremerleke, of which no 
Previous notice had been ſent from Burope either by the Hornet or any other con- 

9 VeVance:; 
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Tepädde ſs that this convoy, as well as that for Canada, probably owed. theie 
- ſafety to the New York ſquadron being at ſea, for the enemy's at Rhode Iſland was 
hing in wait, and ready to ſtrike, whenever any ſuch occurrence ſhould afford an 


opportunity. 


(12) 


The admiral did not return from his'cruize untill the 16th, when he directly 
ſſed the bar with his ſquadron to refit with the utmoſt expedition; and on the 


I/th the Robuſte began to get her guns out. She and the Prudent were ordered 
to the yard in the Eaſt river; the former (having many complaints in her bottom, 


being extremely leaky, and not coppered) to be taken to the wharf, ſtripped and 
caulked, and her bottom thoroughly examined, to render her capable, if bofiible, 


of going to Halifax to be hoven down; and the latter to get in new lower maſts, 
thoſe which ſhe had being unſerviceable and unſafe, their wounds in the action 

of the 16th of March having opened during the late cruize fo as to endanger their 
falling. The Europe, that had a wooden bottom, was brought clofe into the 


ſhore, lightened and heeled as much as poſſible, in order to mend ber ſheathing 
and ſtop her leaks. But the Chatham © fifty guns, ſo ſoon as ſhe could be re- 
victualled and made ready, was ſent to cruize from 5 Sable as far as Cape 
Ann for any ſhips that might be comipg for the rebels from Europe; on which | 
ſtation ſhe captured la Magicienne a French frigate. 

On the 28th of Auguſt arrived the Nymphe captain Ford, whilſt the admiral 


was at Denyzes (the Narrows) on Long Iſland, in conſultation with the general 
(Sir Henry Clinton) upon the movement 7 Waſhington' s army acroſs the North 
river; and juſt as he had received intelligence of the whole French ſquadron 
under Mr. De Barras having failed from Rhode Iſland the Saturday before, that 
is, thd 25th inſtant. The Nymphe, without ſtopping, proceeded directly over 
the bar for New York, but the captain, ſo ſoon as ſhe came to the Narrows, put 
off in his boat, and haſtening to the admiral, delivered Sir Samuel Hood's 
diſpateb, at the ſame time laying « there is Sir Samuel himſelf now come to 
an anchor without the bar, pointing to the whole Leeward Ifland ſquadron 
full in view. The admiral had ſeen it before he left his own ſhip, and had there- 


fore given orders for buoying the bar and for the attendance of pilots, &c. that 


if the commander fhould find it neceffary to come within he might have the. 
ſpeedieſt meaus of ſo doing; and had left directions alſo to acquaint him that five 


ſail of the line were lying there fit for ſea. The Nympbe, although detached ex- 
preſs, the fleeteſt ſailer of the whole Leeward uſland Tavatdroh, and commanded by. 
a very alert officer, did not precede their arrival two hours. The letter, however, 


| "hich * ar was ren / with, ran thus. 


C3 


IV FAST „ * Burſeur, at ſea olf Cape Henry, 25th Avg. 950. 
„ 1 R, | . | 
{i Herewith you wilt. receive a duplicate of the atone 1 had the hayove: to write 


6 you by Lieut. Nelanoe of the Active brig, leſt any misfortune might have be- 


Hen «gh in returning to you. I am now ſteering for Cape Henry in order to 
* examine 


— 


( 2g ) 


« examine the Cheſapeak 3 from thence I ſhall proceed to the ᷑᷑apes of the Dela- 

« ware; and not ſeeing or hearing any thing of De Graſſe, or any detachment of 
« ſhips he might have ſent upon this. coaſt, ſhall then make the beſt of my way 
« off Sandy Hook; where. I ſhall be permitted to anchor, or not, as may appear 
ce moſt defirable to you. Annexed is my line of battle, by which you will ſee 
<« the number and force of his majeſty's ſquadron. under my. command. 


* have the honor to be, Sir, 
& Your moſt obedient arid moſt humble ſervant, 


; * | | | t SA M. H O 0D. 
« Rear Admiral Graves.“ 8 f 3 


The contents of the duplicate mentioned in it were theſe. 


4 Barfleur, off Antigua, 4th Aug. 1781s. 

« SIR, | 3 | | rn e 
© The command of his majeſty's fleet in theſe ſeas, having devolved upon mo 
„ by admiral Sir George Rodney's departure for England, with the king's leave, 
© I have the honour to acknowledge the letters, and intelligence, you ſent him on 
© the 2d of July by lieutenant Delanoe, in the Active brig, which joined me 
„ yeſterday morning off St. Chriſtopher's :: I immediately ſent her into Nevis 
© road, to complete her water with all poſſible diſpatch, and then to join me off. 
*& St. John's road, Antigua; where I expect to pick up two ſhips of the line, 
e which I have ordered to meet me from St. Lucia, for the purpoſe of going to 
« America with me, in order to counteract, in eonjunction with the naval force 
* under your command, any deſigns of the count De Graſſe; having two days ago 
c received pretty authentick intelligence of the arrival of a number of American. 
& pilots at the cape, for the uſe of the French ſquadron,. which I: ſhould have 
« diſpatched a veſſel to have informed you of this day, and of my intentions of. 
« proceeding directly to America with ten fail of the line, had Lnot received your: 
* letters and intelligence by lieutenant Delanoe, who ſhall proceed on his return 

« to you the moment he joins me; and I-expett to ſee him every hour. a 1 
« My intentions were to make the capes of the Cheſapeak, then thoſe of the 

« Delaware, and afterwards ſteer for New York,.unleſs I ſhould have received 
« orders, and intelligence, in conſequence of Sir George Rodney's letter by the 
* Swallow floop. I ſhall till perſevere in that plan; therefore Want myſelf you 
* will detach frigates to look out for me at the different capes; and as Sir George 
6. Rodney was unable to leave the ſignals he appointed to be uſed for his majeſty's 
« ſhips of the two ſquadrons knowing each other, through the negligence of his 
e Wr ſecretary, 


* 


A 


( 14 ) 
<<<. ſetretary in not taking a copy of them, or if he did, not knowing where to 
4 find them, I herewith encloſe you the private ſignals he eſtabliſhed; in caſe 
the Ave ſhould get to New York before me. 
es | <6 J have the honour to be, Sir, 4 
« Your moſt obedient humble fervant, 

| apt 5 „s AM. HO OD: 

Rear Admiral Graves, &c. &c,” NEE, 


The Adive was taken upon her return and carried into Philadelphia, ſo that 

4 the foregoing letter by lieutenant Delanoe never reached the admiral; and cap- 

. tain Wells of the Swallow, the bearer of the duplicate, who had found means to 

| make his way from Long Iſland to New York (about the 18th of Auguſt), did 
th 


not come to Mr. Graves, owing (as the young gentleman. fays) to ill heatth, 
until after the arrival of the Leeward Iſland ſquadron, when the admiral expreſſed 
5 to him extreme diſſatisfaction at his having gone out of his way to chaſe whilſt 
| 


carrying diſpatches. But my reaſons for tak ing any notice of theſe two letters 
are (in the firſt place) the proof which they contain of Sir George Rodney and Sir 
Samuel Hood having known ſo little of the force and meaſures of the count De 
Graſſe, that they deemed the ten ſhips of the line then with Sir Samuel, and the 
two more which might join him from St. Lucia, quite ſufficient for the ſervice f 
North America; and that the latter in particular Judged in this manner is till 
more manifeſt from his letter of the ſame day (the 25th of Auguſt) to the general, 
where, after mentioning (as he had done to the admiral, his commander in chief) 
ce the number and force of his majeſly's ſquadron under his command, he very con- 
fidently adds and, I truſt, you will think it equal, fully to defeat any deſigns 
aof the enemy, let De Graſſe bring or {end what ſhips he may, in aid to thoſe 
ec under De Barras* ;” both of theſe our naval commanders in Weſtern India 
holding an opinion exactly conformable to the intelligence of the Admiralty, en- 
cloſed>ir. their diſpatch of the gth of April beforementioned: although I cannot 
ſuppoſe (along with the ſuſpicious world) that this was owing to an implicit reli- 
anee upon that intelligence, without uſing the beſt means within their power for 
procuring better upon the ſpot; or to any deficiency in their look-out, the cap- 
ture and care of St. Euſtatius, its plunder-and pillage, having ſo totally abſorbed 
their minds as to leave no room for any other ideas, either of the public weal or 
aught-elſe. In the next place, I inſert theſe letters becauſe they prove the arrival 
of Mr. Graves's. advices by the Adive long before our fleets departure from An- 
tigua; and, laſtly, becauſe they alſo ſhew that Sir Samuel himſelf had doubted, 
ſo early as the 4th-of Auguft, whether the Active, with his return to thoſe adyices, 
_ would get to New York before him. V 9) 2 5 
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Noʒ information or inſtructions from Europe, concerning the French or the in- 
tentions of our own government, had come to the rear admiral. None of his 
cruizers, although many were out, had brought any intelligence from the capes 
of Virginia or the Cheſapeak either of the enemy's, or of our, ſquadron from the 
Leeward Iflands. It is indeed now known that Sir Samuel arrived at Sandy 
Hook the ſame day that Monſ. De Graſſe got off Cape Henry *. The former 
officer, with fourteen ſail of the line, came under a freſh of wind, his frigates fol- 
lowing, and was ſo cloſe upon the heels of his expreſs that he repaired alſo to 
Denyzes, where in perſon he let the admiral Know that “ he had firſt made the 
* land ſomewhere about the inlet of Currituck, from whence he had written, but 
ce that afterwards he had puſhed on as faſt as he could, and had made no other 
* land untill he ſaw the Neverſunk, and that he was come ſo ſoon as his letter, 
% wherefore it was of very little conſequence what it contained .“ He ſaid he 
c did not believe the French would come with more than fourteen ſail of the 
6 line; it was poſſible however they might bring eighteen, but he did not be- 
c lieve they would come with more than fourteen; that he knew nothing of De 
& Graſſe with certainty ſince he had paſſed down, as was believed, to Cape Fran- 
© cois; and that he himſelf had been ſeventeen days from Antigua, having failed 
*& from St. John's road the 11th of Auguſt early in the morning.” This account, 
ſuch as it was, thus brought by captain Ford and Sir Samuel Hood, was the firſt 
which the admiral had of the French Weſt Indian fleet being failed for and pro- 


See Appendix, No. II. letter M. | e's Ct 

T The letter tallies ſo preciſely with the aſſertion of the earl of Denbigh as to look like the foun- 
dation of it; and, if ſo, muſt have been ſhewn to his lordſhip for the purpoſe, and probably by a per- 
ſon who knew that the naval baronet had carried into execution none of the intentions which he 
had fo ſpecifically holden out both to the admiral and general. The noble peer, however, without 
conſidering that the actions of the leaſt parading men ſeldom quite come up to their words (and thofe 
of the magniloquent and vain-glorious never) ventured upon ſuch, or {till lighter, authority, pub- 
licly in parliament to impute the groſſeſt oſcitancy and neglect, at the moſt important period, to a 
military commander abroad, who had through the courſe of his life been diſtioguiſhed by exemplary 
diligence, attention, and circumſpection; and by cy this before a crowded audience upon a de- 
bate in the houſe of lords, in prelence of and uncontradicted by the firſt. lord of the admiralty, his 
lordſhip gave riſe to ſuch calumny againſt the rear admiral in every company, coffee-houſe, and newſ- 
paper, as to oblige me, reluctantly, under many diſadvantages and the moſt guarded ſilence of office, 
to collect all the circumſtances within my knowledge which any way tended to wipe off ſo foul an 
aſperſion. At _ I procured abſolute proof of the falſity of every part of the affertion, by the fol- 
lowing tranſcript from the log-book of one of Sir Samuel's line of battle ſhips. 


Saturday, 25th Auguſt, 1781. Part of Carolina, diſtant 4 leagues. | 
« Sunday 26th. (Bearings and diſtances at noon) Cape Henry S. W. 4 W. 22 leagues.“ 
(By which laſt bearing it is plain they had gone paſt the.Cheſapeak.to the N. E. of it, or towards 
Ne York, twenty-two leagues by noon.) | 
„Monday, 27th Auguſt. Neverſunk N. 20 leagues. 
Tueſday 28th. Diſtant Sandy Hook W. N. W. z leagues.” 


Upon which day the whole fleet anchored off che bar there. The courſe between Cape Henry and 
the Neverſunk (which is a high land at the entrance of Hudſon's river) is neareſt S. W. and N. E.; 
add by the ſhip's e at noon on the 26th of Auguſt (Cape Henry S. W. 22 leagues) they were all 
that length beyond the paſſage into the Cheſapeak upon · their way towards New Voik; and after that 
they ſaw no land until they got ſight of the Neverſunk, | 

7 | -bably 


c 16 ) 


bably gotten to ſome part of the coaſt of North America. He directly aſked- Sir 
Samuel the condition of his ſhips, who anſwered “ they had a month's good ſer- 
« vice, and repeated it; but made no regular report, nor delivered or ſent any 
weekly account of the ſtate of each, untill the admiral was over the bar: and, at 
their firſt meeting, theſe two flag officers remained together but ſome few hours 
to conſult with the general, who did not then think it neceſſary to embarque any 
troops, proviſions, or ammunition for the relief of lord Cornwallis. | 
The following day (the 29th) a letter from commodore Affleck came to Mr. 
Graves from New York, running thus. Sir Samuel Hood and I have expected 
you impatiently this morning; as that cannot be, I muſt acquaint you that we 
© have intelligence to be relied on from Philadelphia that ten ſail of the line French 
% were ſeen ten days ago off the capes of Virginia, and that they parted company 
* with the reſt of the fleet from Cape Frangois, who were gone on for Europe, 
ec ahout ten days before they made this coaſt.” 
The admiral, concluding that a fortnight muſt bring matters to a deciſion, 
was determined to ſeek the enemy, and to fail with the firſt wind for the chance 
of falling in with one of their ſquadrons before joined by the other. Five of his 
own ſhips of the line and one of fifty guns were (as I before obſerved) quite ready 
and there were but two ſhips of two de:ks beſides at New York, the Prudent and 
Reobuſte, the former of which was partly diſmantled and off the careening place, 
and the latter had no maſts; and neither could be equipped within ten days. It 
would have been a great ſatisfaction to him to have been able to take theſe men 
of war, not only for their rate, but becauſe they were.commanded by the captains 
Burnett and Coſby, who had ſo recently diſtinguiſhed their valour, under Mr. 
Arbutinot, in the very ſame ſeas. But not a moment was to be loſt ; the fate of 
America might depend upon a ſtroke being ftruck in time. A line of battle was 
therefore delivered an the goth, and the wind ſerving the next day the admiral 
proceeded over the bar with his five ſhips of the line and a fifty, and without 
anchoring puſhed with the united fleet directly for the Cheſapeak. | 
On the morning of the 5th of September, between nine and ten o'clock, as the 
mouth of the bay began to open, the frigate ahead deſcried the enemy within it at 
anchor. They were ſeen from our large ſhips between ten and eleven within. 
Cape Henry ia Lynnhaven bay, and were gueſſed to amount unto fifteen ſail of the 
line or thereabout. At noan, whilſt we were running in, they were diſcerned to 
be getting on their way. Fs 
About a quarter after one o'clock the ſignal was made for our leading ſhip- 
(which was of Sir Samuel Hood's. diviſion). to lead more towards them, and our 
fleet continued to advance as faſt as poſſible in a line ahead, untill the ſhoal of the 
Middle Ground made it neceſſary to alter that courſe, The wind was upon the 
ſtarboard quarter; and the fleet was now formed into an eaſt and weſt line, and in 
that manner continued to preſs forward untill our van was advanced beyond that 
of the French, who were at this time ſtanding out of the bay, forming their line of, 
battle upon the larboard tack, This manceuvre confined our ſhips to the ſteering. 
upon a courſe the cloſeſt that was.practicable to the ſhoal of the Middle Ground, 
5 and 


* 


( 
und conſequently made it approach the enemy in the moſt direct manner poſſible, 
at the ſame time that it ſecured the weather- gage, and was likewiſe the propereſt 


line for battle when the fleet ſhould approach near enough to be formed upon the 


fame tack with the enemy and enter mto action with them; for, the wind being 
at N. N. E. it gave an eaſt, or E. B. S. courſe for forming the line of battle when 
upon the ſame tack with the enemy. The French vanguard, as they came with- 
out the ſhoal of the Middle Ground, hauled up vaſt, or E. B. S., which was the 
courſe that brought their van cloſe up to ours, and ſo near as to paſs within point 
blank of our centre. About two o'clock their fleet diſcloſed itſelf fully to our 
view, and ſhewed twenty-four heavy ſhips of the line, which made it be believed 
univerſally that De Graſſe had been joined by De Barras. About a quarter after 
two our fleet was wore, the pilots judging our vanguard to be in very ſhoal 
water, and (as I have ſince been well allured) the Alfred (our leading ſhip) was 
actually in no more than four fathoms. By wearing, the vanguard fell to rear 
admiral Drake, and the rear to Sir Samuel Hood, the divifion of which latter was 
at this moment full two miles nearer than the centre diviſion to the enemy, who 
were to leeward, as the ſhoal was cloſe to windward, of us. The admiral con- 
tinued to preſs his ſhips as much as he could down towards the enemy, by fre- 
quent repetitions of the ſignal for the van to lead more towards them. About 
three quarters after three o'clock he flung out the ſignal for forming at a cable's 


length, one ſhip from the other, in order to compact his fleet. Soon after, the 


van of our line appearing to be well formed, the five headmoſt ſhips of the enemy 
to be very particularly extended, and many of their rear cloſe in with Cape Henry, 
ſo that we could act againſt their vanguard with an advantage of three to two, it 
ſeemed to be the favourable moment for attack, and the ſignal was accordingly 
made for each ſhip to bear down and engage her opponent cloſe; the admiral 
indeed bore away more himſelf, for he had never kept his ſnip nigher to the wind 
than ſo as to bring it upon the beam: which will account for our van and centre 
getting down and engaging extremely near, whilſt the rear, by keeping their 
wind, kept out of gunſhot, although their relative poſition to the enemy about an 
hour before (when the admiral wore his fleet) was ſo much the reverſe. Some 
few minutes after this, the ſignal for cloſing with the French was repeated; and 
at eleven minutes after four the admiral, whoſe conſtant attention was to preſſing 
the enemy hard, haled down the ſignal for the line ahead that nothing might in- 
terfere with and prevent obedience to the ſignal for clofe action, which had been 
flying for ſome time; and about a quarter after four the van and centre entered 


into action. The ſhips however of the van appearing not to keep themſelves ſuf- 


ficiently extended, the admiral at twenty-two minutes paſt four hoiſted anew the 


ſignal for the line ahead in order to puſh forward the ſhips ahead of him, ſome of 
them being upon the off beam, but within five minutes he took it in, and never 
made it again during the battle. The ſignal too for cloſe action was immediately 
repeated, the admiral ſaying to his ſignal- officer (captain Morrice), who had fre- 
quently drawn his attention to the rear, “if this will not induce them to go into 
«* action, now that the ſignal for the _ of battle is taken down, I know w”_y 
| | | | v6 what 


\ 


8 8 

« whar will, and I ſniould be ſorry to ſend, à ffigate. to an officer Who knows his- 
« duty ſo well.“ About a quarter after five the ſignal for cloſe action was again 
repeated *: Nevertheleſs, the ſeven rear or ſternmoſt of our ſhips, from ſome cauſe 
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IHE 133K Dann 2 b ann een 3 xt oh 
To nt auy miſrepreſentation of mine, through want of feamanſhip, I ſhall here give 
a tranſcript 


ript! of the proceedings aboard the London, as minuted down at the time by the admiral's 
ſecretary, who ſent me a copy; although it will be intelligible, 1 am afraid, to none but ſailors, | 


Trae ; | | Ts 0. T6113. 314205 
An account of the proceedings of the fleet, under the command of Rear Admiral Graves, in an 
action with the French fleet off Cape Henry, on the 5th of September, 178 r. | 
e Half paſty, A. M. the wind at N. N. E. the Sdlebay made the fignal for a fleet in 8. W. At 10 
— 2 Cape Henry bore W. fix leazues. Half paſt ro made the ſignal to prepare for action. Signal to 
' « call in all cruizers. At 11 diſcovered a fleet of large ſhips at anchor near Cape Henry, ſuppoſed 
| to be the enemy. Made the ſignal for a line of battle ahead at two cables“ length. At noon the 
King's ſhips getting into their lations. Cape Henry W. + S. four or five leagues.. Moderate and 
kei her, Halt paſt 12 diſcovered the enemy's hips getting under ſail. Three quarters paſt 
« x2 made the ſignal for the line ahead a cable's length. At 1 hauted down the fignal for the line 
« ahead, and made the ſignal to form an E. and W. line at a cable's length. At 8 minutes paſt 1 
. made the ſignal for the rear diviſion (Admiral Drake) to make more fail. The weather inelinable 
« to be { y, took a reef in the topſails. At 20 minutes paſt 1 made the fignal for the leading 
4% ſhip to lead more to ſtarboard. 25 minutes paſt 1 repeated the ſignal for the rear of the fleet ta 
„ make more ſail. Half paſt 1 the Cs ſignal to keep her ſtation, 35 minutes paſt t the fignal: 
i for the leading ſhip to lead more large or towards the enemy. 39 minutes paſt r made the X2/o-- 
1 lation, America, and Bedford's ſignals to get into their tations. At 2 found the enemy's fleet to con- 
| | . «© 6ſt of 24 ſhips of the line and 2 frigates, their van bearing S. three miles, ſtanding to the eaſtward, 
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11 4 with their larboard tacks on board, id a line abead. 4 minutes paſt 2, finding our van approach 
„ing too near a ſhoal (called the Middle Ground, ) made the preparative fignal to veer. 11 minutes 
&« afterwards made the ſignal and wore together; brought - to in order to let the center of the enemy's: 
« ſhips come abreaſt of us. 21 minutes paſt 2 made the Bedford's ſignal to get into her ſtation. 
Half paſt 2 made the ſignal for the leading ſhip to lead more to ſtarboard (in order to approach the 
* enemy). 40 minutes paſt 2 made the Salamandey's ſignal to prime. FL minutes paſt 2 made the Royal 
% Oat's lignal to keep the line. 55 minutes 2 made the. Terrible's ſignal to get into her ſtation, 
« <6 minutes paſt 2 made the Princeſſa's fignal alſo, and at 3 the Alcides* fignal hkewife, At 17 mi- 
* autes paſt 3 repeated the fignal for the van ſhips to keep more to ſtarboard (or towards the enemy). 
„ At 27 minutes paſt 3 made the ſignal for the rear of the fleet to fill. Half | 3 made the ſignal 
© for the ſhips aſtern to make more 1ail. 34 minutes paſt 3 made the fignal for the ſhips in the van 
« to keep more to ſtarboard (or towards the enemy). 46 minutes paſt 3 made the ſignal for a line 
„ ahead at a cable's length. The enemy's ſhips advancing very flow, and r the 
% admiral, judging this to be the moment of attack, made che fignal for the ſhips to bear down and en- 
| «© page their opponents; filled the main-topſail, and bore down to the enemy; 3 minutes afterwards 
| 6 repeated it. At 11 minutes paſt 4 hauled down the ſignal. for the line ahead, that it might not 
« interfere with the fignal to engage cloſe. At a quarter paſt 4 the van and center of our fleet com- 
64 menced the action. 22 minutes paſt 4 hoiſted the ſignal again for the line ahead, the ſhips not be-- 
© ing ſufficiently extended. 27 minutes paſt 4 hauled down the ſignal for the line ahead, and made 
« the ſignal for cloſe action. 40 minutes paſt 4 the Royal Oat's ſignal to keep her ſtation. 1m mi- 
«6, nutes paſt 5 the Montags's ſignal to get into her ſtation. 20 minutes paſt 5 repeated the fignal for 
« cloſe action. Half palt 5 the rear divifion bore down (Sir Samuel Hood). 5 minutes paſt 5 
« made the Solebay's and Fortuncb's ſignals to come within bail. 15 minutes paſt 6 the admiral ſent 
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16 i «© the Solcbay to the ſhips in the rear, and the Fortune to thoſe in the van, with orders for the ſhips to 
+1 4 keep in à parallel line with the enemy, and well abreaſt of them, during the night. 23 minutes 
FA « vaſt 6 the ſignal for the line ahead at a cable's length, and hauled down the ſignal for cloſe action. 
1 66 Hat paſt 6 the fire ceaſed on both fides. A quarter paſt 7 made the night-ſignal for a line ahead 


at two cables length aſunder. At g the Monragy hailed, and ſaid ſhe could not keep the line, being - 
a + : 82 | mu 


Cw) 


of which Jam ignorant, did not come at all into the engagement; and by the return 
they appear to have had no men killed or wounded, nor to have received any 
the leaſt damage: the centre and rear of the enemy were therefore able to ad- 
_ vance in ſupport of their beaten van which had twice borne away : indeed both 
the van and centre of the French had continually edged away from us whenever 
we could come fairly to engage and renew our fire, for they would not ſuffer 


much damaged. At 10 the Fortunce informed the admiral that the Shrewſbury had the captain and 
% many men wounded, and firſt lieutenant killed, both her topſail yards ſhot away, and was then em- 

4 ployed getting one up. The Jrtrepid was uch diſabled in every reſpect. The Princeſs main- 
« topmaſt ſo mnch wounded as to * it every moment to fall, At y Cape Henry N. W. 3 leagues. 
Found our main and foremaſts dangerouſly wounded, ſtanding and running rigging much cut, 
„ inner gammoning of the bowſprit ſhot through, fails much damaged, three guns diſmounted, one 
« of which was thrown overboard, four men killed, and eighteen wounded, Tbe uind from N. N. E. 
© to N. E.“ | ES | 
I have likewife ſeen the journals of two of the officers of the London, ſent to the admiralty, which 
confirm the truth of this minute. 21.2 2 
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E | | OZ 181 
| — * | F 
Frigates.. Ships. | Commanders. g || Divifion.: 
f Fr ö 1 5e | | 2 E | 
« TRL Y | | | 7 161 = n | | 
; 4dfAlfred | Capt. Bayne 3 . 
' Belliquenx — Brine | 64 500 — — EE 8 
lavineible | —— Saxton 7 1 Firs 
. Santa Monica | | 8 2 
e 4. Sir Samuel Hood Ll: oe 1 3283 
eee ee Yobanl—] [1425 
| Richmond 3 | [Centaur | t - om Ingleſield 7416 588 — 3 
8 | [America | — Samuel Thompſon [|64[coc J—| I; &% 8 
Solebay Reſolution —— Ld. Robert Manrers ; 3] 16 | 1 9 _ 8 
3 Bedford — Thomas Graves | | 3| 14 8 ˙8 5 
La Nymphe to | Rear Admiral Graves * 
repeat ſignals 2d London Capt. David Graves 4118 | | p50 2 db 
| zd|Royal Oak | —— Ardeſoif al 5 955 
( f | | Montagu | — Bowen = 22 41 | — * 2 8 
Adamant Europe —— Child gf 18 | ; } > 
2 | ; | : 
' Salamander fire- | [Terrible | —— Hon. Wm. Clem. Finch | 4] 21 1922 
8 vp ; Ajax | 1 K 7166302 8 
ybil to repeat || |». Rear Admiral Drake ; AS 
ſignals | | | e 0 Lo Knatchbull 6] 11 | ; 8 ” 
of Alcide — Charles Thompſon 118 | 9 
La Fortunee | [ ntrepid — Pye Molloy ; 04 500 21 35 c — SE 2 
| (Shrewſbury | —— Mark Robinſon [74{600Ir4] 52 | 31 j & 
The Alfred to lead with the flarboard, the Shrewſbury with — — 15 
| he larboard tacks on board. M0 go[246 [16 
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us to remain any time cloſed with them; and the Ville de Paris in particular 
avoided as much as poſſible the cloſing with the London, and bore away twice 
for the purpoſe, which muſt unqueſtionably have been done by De Graſſe to 
protract the time and bring up his whole fleet, for the wind did nor ſhift ma- 
rerially during the fight. The firing ceaſed with the day, 28 bs 
Had our whole line (which is by the enemy allowed to have been a fine o 
and well formed) puſhed into battle at once, according to the admiral's inten- 


tions and the belt adapted ſignals, clearly and diſtinctly made, for the purpoſe ; 


and had each ſhip cloſely engaged her oppanent, ſomething deciſive muſt have 
happened; and, as the French van was broken, it muſt have been cut off, 


probably taken; and their other ſhips prevented from coming up to its aſſiſt- 
ance, and many of them perhaps forced aſhore : ſo that their fleet (prodigiouſly 
ſuperior as it was) might upon the whole have been ſo far defeated, as to have 
been obliged at laſt ro flie that coaſt, and muſt for certain have been diſabled 
from ever regaining or re-entering the Cheſapeak . Indeed unleſs one of theſe 
two events could have been compaſſed, nothing could be effected of any utility 
for, had our fleet engaged that of the French on different tacks, and endeavoured 
to pals them and get up the bay, no good purpoſe could have been anſwered 
by it. Our nineteen ſhips of the line would not have been ſufficient to block 
up the rivers James and York, lying ſome leagues aſunder, againſt twenty-nine 
fail of ſuperior force, which too by the arrival of the ſquadron from Rhode 
iſland would ſoon have been augmented to thirty-ſix, whiiſt on the contrary, 
ſo numerous an enemy might eaſily and effectually have blocked up our ſhips 
in either river, whence nothing but a hard N. W. wind could have brought away 
or extricated any of us; and then we muſt have cut our cables, left our an- 
chors, and ſuddenly and diſgracefully fled amain. Our fleet had neither troops 
nor army ſupplics of any kind on board; and that part of it which had come 
from the Weſt Indies was already very ſhort of proviſons of both kinds: thus 
conditioned we could furniſh nothing to Lord Cornwallis, and ſhould have added 
ſo many more mouths to be fed from the ſame ſlender ſtock : the two ſervices 
could only have mutually increaſed and become witneſſes of each other's diſtreſſes. 
Therefore every thought or attempt of puſhing paſt the enemy and taking their 
anchoring ground, or of anchoring within them, would in ſuch circumſtances 
have been worſe than trifling or raſh, for it would have been abſurd, ruinous, 


and probably fatal in its conſequences. The next day too, after the action, 


* The ſignal was in truth made for the two frigates, for the purpoſe of ſending orders to the 
rear to puſh into action, and for the van to contine to preſs the enemy hard: but this cannot be 
done on the ſea with the promptitude that an aid de camp by land gallops from one p.rt of the 
line of an army to another ; and it was three-quarters of an hour before the frigates came up to the 
London, about ſunſet, and too late to attempt any thing new. And at this time the maritime ſervice 
had no eſtabliſhed ſignals for going into action but thoſe that were general, that is, one for the whole 
fleet to engage, and another for it to engage cloſe; there being none for directing a particular di- 


viſion to bear down and attack. However, the admiral afterwards formed a ſpecial fignal for this 


purpoſe and delivered it out in orders, in addition to the ſtanding code of ſignals. Atpendix 


(N IV.) 


captain 


| CT WY 
eaptain Henry Duncan of the Medea, who had been ſent to look into the bay, _ 
returned and reported that he had ſeen two large ſhips with two decks, and one 
ſmall, come to an anchor off York river, that five ſail more were working down 
the Cheſapeak, and two other large ſhips of war diſcovered going from Elizabeth 
river to Hampton road. At this time likewiſe (the very day after the battle) our 
leeward iſland fquadron began to betray the extremely defective plight which 
they had arrived in; for the Intrepide, inſtead of having à month's good ſervice, 
applied and was beholden to the Reſolution for twenty-four hours bread : and 
within a day or two afterwards eight fail of the ſame ſquadron were ſupplied, 
either with proviſions or water, being very deficient in thoſe articles: upon in- 
quiry the Terrible was found to have come from the Weſt Indies with five pumps 
at work, the Ajax but little better, and the Montagu a leaky ſhip; and ſome of 
the reſt to have ſprung maſts : ſo that in fact this ſquadron came to America in 
a ſtate more proper to have entered the port of New-York for re-equipment than 
to be led forth directly to battle againſt a powerful enemy. bf 
The 8th, the Iris rejoined the fleet, after cutting away the French buoys in 
Lynhaven bay; and on the ſame day arrived the Pegaſus, Captain Stanhope, 
from the Welt Indies, with Sir George Rodney's third and laſt dilpatch, which 
was what follows. 


[ 


| Gibraltar at ſea, 13 Aug. 1781. 
« SIR, THEE 


„ Herewith I have the honour to encloſe you intelligence which I received 
* from St. Thomas's the night before I failed from St. Euſtatius, and to ac- 
4 quaint you that I left Sir Samuel Hood preparing to ſail with all poſſible 
4 difpatch with twelve fail of the line, four frigates, and a fireſhip, for the Capes of 
“ Virginia, where I am perſuaded the French intend making their grand effort. 
Permit me, therefore, to recommend it to you to collect all the force you 
can and form a junction with Sir Samuel there. You will, I hope, ere this 
«© reaches you, have heard of his approach by his faſteſt ſailing frigate, which I 
directed him to diſpatch for the purpoſe of looking out for intelligence off the 
© Cheſapeak and Delaware, I cannot, however, omit the opportunity by cap- 
„ rain Stanhope in the Pegaſus, who comes with the victuallers under his convoy 
* for New York, to give you this information. | | 
„The French fleet under Monſieur de Graſſe, when they left the Grenades to 
collect their convoy, conſiſted of twenty-ſix fail of the line and two large ſhips 
armed en-fltite z; and I imagine, at leaſt twelve of thoſe ſhips, and in all proba- 
4 bility a part of Mr. de Monteil's ſquadron, will be in America; and it is not 
. © '1mpoſſible they may be joined by ſome Spaniſh ſhips. OY 
lt is certain that the enemy intend to make an early campaign in the Weſt 
Indies after the hurricane months; I have therefore directed Sir Samuel Hood 
to return immediately after the full moon of October, and I muſt requeſt not 
only that he is on no account detained beyond that period, bur that you will 
add to his force what line of battle ſhips can poſſibly be ſpared from the ſer- 
„ vice in America during the winter ſeaſon. | 
| G «© Beſides 
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( 22 ) | | 
6 Beſides the ſquadron Sir Samuel Hood brings with him, two line of battle 
tt ſhips, which I ſent to ſtrengthen the convoy to Jamaica, have my orders to 


“ proceed from thence through the Gulph, and join him at the Cheſapeak with-' 
e out delay. | | 8 gp 


&* I have the honour to be, &c. 
. B. RODNEY.” 


This diſpatch was addreſſed to Vice Admiral Arbuthnot, or the command- 
ing officer for the time being of his Majeſty's ſhips employed in North 
America. e bs — | | 

The Terrible now made the ſignal of diſtreſs full in view of the enemy, and 
the fleet brought-to : in the night the Intrepide likewiſe put forth a ſignal of diſ- 
treſs, which forced the fleet again to lie-to for ſome hours, until ſhe could replace 
her main topmaſt that was ready to fall. But the French never once attempted 
to renew the engagement although the wind frequently favoured them ; and on 
the night of the gth, after the two -fleets had been for five days ſucceſſively 
in ſight of each other, and often very near, they took the advantage of the wind 
to pulh for the Cheſapeak, ſo that when morning appeared they could not be 
ſ-en. | | | 
On the 10th arrived the Lively brig, captain Manley, with diſpatches from 


the Admiralty, dated the 24th of July 1781, (addreſſed to Vice Admiral Arbuth- 


not) ſaying * their lordſhips had received undoubted intelligence, that a Dutch 
« ſquadron conſiſting of the ſhips mentioned in the encloſed liſt ſailed from the 
4 Texel the 18th inſtant, in order to convoy clear of the Orkneys ſome of their 


* 


4 gutward bound Eaſt-Indiamen, together with the ſhips and veſſels mentioned 


< in the ſaid liſt, laden with clothes and linens for the rebels in North America, 
&« and bound as there was reaſon to believe to Rhode Ifland, if circumſtances 
« would permit, or otherwiſe to Boſton; and their lordſhips recommended it 
te to the Admiral in the ſtrongeſt manner to uſe his utmoſt endeavours to inter- 
« cept, and to take or deſtroy the ſaid ſhips and veſſels, ſtationing ſuch part of 
& his ſquadron as he ſhould judge ſufficient for the purpoſe oft St. George's 
« Bank, which it was moſt probable they would endeavour to make, or in ſuch. 
& other ſituation, as he ſhould have reaſon to think would be more likely to an- 


„ ſwer that very deſireable end.” 


And here I cannot help obſerving that this advice from government, as well 
as that by the Hornet before-mentioned (which was dated towards the end of 
May), drew the attention of the Admiral ſolely to ſupplies for the rebels from 
Europe, and purely recommended, and enjoined the cruizing with his ſquadron 
for the ſake of intercepting them, as that on which he fate of the American 
war would depend; that is, he was ordered off Boſton and St. George's Bank to 
the northward, whilſt the French were in reality pointing their operations to- 

— 3 | wards 


Ct 23 


and the Cheſapeak 9d, the ſouthward : ſo little did our miniſtery ſeem, to have 
been truly apprized gf w hat was going forward on. the part of, the enemy, e 


their capital deſigns, views and objects. 
On the 11th the weather being calm, in aſeqvencs of a council of war, the 


Terrible was evacuated and deltroyed, and the wreck ſet fire to about duſk, 

at could be ſaved from her being firſt taken out and diſtributed among the 

| other ſhips. Our fleet was at this time off the coaſt of Virginia, ſouth, of Cape 

enry, — whence about nine. o'clock the ſame night it bore up again for 

e Cheſapeak, where the French fleet was found to have gotten in, and Monſieur 

= Barras to be arrived from Rhode Iſland, his ſquadron having entered the Bay 
on the roth, whilſt the two fleets that had combated were at ſea. 

With advice of the foregoing material events, Rear Admiral Graves now diſ- 
patched to England the Medea, captain Henry Duncan (a very diligent -and 
truſt-worthy officer), with poſitive orders not to tarry for private letters, nor 
touch at New York, nor to loſe one moment's time on his paſſage upon any 
account; which ſervice he punctually performed, chooſing rather to let a cele- 
brated privateer, that he had unavoidably fallen upon and captured by the 


way, run the riſque of being retaken (which in truth actually happened) than 


to retard, when carrying diſpatches, his own progreſs, for the ſake of protecting 
a favourite prize by accommodating his fail to hers, and keeping her com- 
an 

; The 15th, the Prudent, from New York, 31880 the fleet as it was upon its 
return towards Sandy Hook, where the whole anchored on the 19th. Their re- 
equipment and repair were ſer about with the utmoſt alertneſs. But the want of 
a proper dock was a material inconvenience, as well as the ſcantineſs of the 
yard and its ſmall number of workmen, ſo that every ſhip waited for her turn to 
be ſerved. In trivial things two or three might be taken in hand at once; but 
where 12 or 14 large men of war were fitting together, wanted maſts and yards 
of different fizes, and iron-work of every kind, and had ſhot-holes to be ſtopped, 
and decks and boats to be repaired, they could not be expedited ; parucularly 
when new bowſprits and lower maſts were to be made. 

The 24th, in the evening, Rear Admiral Digby came from Europe with the 
Prince George of 98, Canada of 74, and Lion of 64 guns; and upon the 11th of 
October arrived the Torbay of 74, and Prince William of 64 guns, from Jamaica, 
in purſuance of Sir Gear e Rodney's orders. 

Mr. Digby -bore Wmf If a commiſſion for commanding by ſea in North 
America, and brought to Mr. Graves Admiralty orders, dated the gth of June, 
for his proceeding with the Londen to Jamaica and for putting himſelf under the 
ſenior offieer on that ſtation, if ſenior to himſelf. However, the London could 
not be ſpared at this criſis, when another engagement was in contemplation z and 
the officers both of fleet and army appearing deſirous. of the ſame Admiral's 
continuing to direct the naval operations, and no one more ſo than Mr. Digby 
himſelf (the next in rank upon the ſtation), Mr. Graves went on with the maritime 
command, although ſuperſeded, with the fame ardor and alacrity as before, 8 . 
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be utmoſt, and very uncommon” exertions had indeed hitherto bern made 
e 


for ſea, but ſome croſs accidents intervened to retard them; 'in' parti 
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throughout all the marine departments to get every one of the ſhips N 
reic ,, 
Alcide, by falling aboard the Shrewſbury, had carried away her bowſprit and fore- 
yard, juſt as ſhe was repaired in her damages from the late fight, All however, 
except the Shrewſbury, Montagu, and Europe went down, with the help of the 
evening tide, to Sandy Hook the 17th, when the Admiral gave out his line of 
battle; the next morning they embarked their troops; and on the morning of 
the 19th, che three laſt-named fhips joining” the reft, and taking in their lot of 
ſoldiers, the whole armament getting ' ſafe over the bar hurried away for the 
Cheſapeak. It conſiſted of 25 ſhips properly of the Une, there being three of 
98 guns, fourteen of 74, one of 70, and ſeven of 64, beſides two of 30, with 
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The Princeſſa to lead wich the tarboard, and the Bedford with the. larboard tacks on board. 
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7149 land forces on board, to which the general would have added another regi- 
ment or two, but there was not room for them. 19 oh 
Ong the 24th, when near Cape Charles (the hithermoſt headland of the 
Cheſapeak), the ſcouting veſſels brought intelligence of Lord Cornwallis having 
ſurrendered ſome days before. His lordſhip had opened a treaty the 17th, ſet- 
tled the terms the 18th, and ſigned them the 19th. | 3 
At this period the enemy's fleet conſiſted of 36 ſail of the line, formed into 
a creſcent, with the Ville de Paris in the centre; and they lay at the entrance 
of York river, between the ſands called the Horſe-ſhoe and York-ſpit, where 
our ſhips muſt have had the diſadvantage of banks, ſhoals, and tides, to limit 
and obſtruct their operations. However, we ſtood cloſe into the back of the 
ſands, to offer them battle, for two ſucceſſive days. The admiral would indeed 
have been glad, his men of war being now in good order, to have tried the 
fortune of another action in free water, as he knew, if well fought, it muſt at 
leaſt have ſo. maimed De Graſſe, as to diſable him from acting this winter againſt 
our Leeward Iſlands; in the ſame manner as he would have been incapacitated 
from coming to North America, had he been crippled in the Weſt Indies : let the 
victory fall of either ſide. But the French ſhewing no diſpoſition to come 
out, our fleet made fail on the 29th for Sandy Hook, to land the troops, and an- 
chored there on the ſecond of November in the evening ; the admiral having pre- 
viouſly detached the Ranger ſloop to the Leeward Iflands, to apprize them of the 
tate of things. The next morning the land forces were removed into tranſports 
in order to proceed up the harbour, agreeably to Sir Henry Clinton's: wiſhes. 
The admirals and commodore then held a council, at which, Sir Samuel Hood 
declaring he muſt return forthwith to the Leeward Iſlands and for that reaſon 
| ſhould not go over the bar, a ſeparation was reſolved. Mr. Graves was deſirous 
to have gone in with the London, for the ſake of ſhifting her fore and main maſts, 
which had both been ſhotten through their centre, knowing neither maſts nor 
cordage were to be had at Jamaica; but the wind did not ſerve, This made him 
determine to loſe no time in turning over the North American command to Mr. 
Digby, in purſuance of the admiralty's order; and as his own ſhip was not re- 
quired for the ſecurity of the Weſt Indian ſquadron on their paſſage, although he 
had offered to accompany them for that purpoſe, he ſailed on the 1oth at eight in 
the morning, ſingly, for his own deſtination ; on the 12th Sir Samuel Hood went 
off for the Leeward Iſlands with eighteen ſhips of the line and ſeveral frigates 
and the old, decayed ® Robſte and Europe were reſerved for the next convoys to 
England. I am, Sir, ; TIN ” 


' Your moſt humble ſervant, 


* 


Inner Temple 8 W. GR AV E 8. 


29th Jan. 1782. 


This ſhip a little afterwards, (in coming home) with lord Cornwallis on board, proved ſo crazy 
as to make it neceſſary for his lordſhip to get into a merchantman, and tor her to bear up to Antigua, 
and there heave down, before ſhe ventured upon a voyage to Europe. 


H LE T- 


a * 
N | . 
- 
9 | | 
= : 
: * 
— + n * 
. 
* Y . o & 
LE - 
| * 
| - 
* 
— 0 p | 
mn 
. | ” * * 0 
* * . 0 , : | 
8 . 
WS - . 
- * b 1 | 
— | | 
* ; | 
* : O- p 7 ; | 
% a? 
- 
® * N 
- 
* | 5 
* 
| \ 
n - | | 
a 
* 
* Po * 
g : = T 
* -” | | 
l — | 
- | e | 
- 
* 
| » 
- | - 
\ (7% ; | | 
FP 1, oa A | | 
at | 
* | | 
N 1 
«4 * | 
2 — 
1 * 
- | 
* 1 g 
| * 
. 4 . : | | 
* 
a * ü | 
* a bs ; | 
* 
oy 
: * 
* 
* 
* 
- " 
* 4 | | 
- 
= 
- 4 | 
; * 1 CIT 5 
- 
- 
2 F | 
. - | 
* - # | | 
og - * g 
| * 
. 
* 4 ; | 
* 
- ” — | 
9 
: . 
= 
* 
- | 
* 
* ah 
o | | 
F 7 
- 
| - 
* | | 
„ 
* 
* 1 i 
* . | 
* 
. . | 
- 
* 
| F 
. 
* 
f * 
: - 
1 
* 
: * 
4 - 
4 
- | | 
* # | 
| o 
- i 4 f i 
. 
* 
1 . C 
* 
* 


* —— — K⁰⁰⏑ Pg — — rr 2 N 
— — — 8 a; — » 
ä ma erg OI 

* — — 


1 


S I R, Pr: | tc FR xd lt + 2 bot Inner Temple, 

| Poa y 5 4 $4.3 Þ 4 *r s 4993-4 34 Jan. n.. 
S the Compte De Graſſe is the hero, who has gained ſo much credit by 
ſea for the enemy, at our expence; and as the blame of his career not 
having been ſtopped has been lain upon Rear Admiral Graves; I think. 
it will be proper to hear what the Compte himſelf ſays of the ſtand which was 
any where made againſt him, in the courſe of his naval campaign ; for, the 
whole having been one connected chain, if any link had been broken, he 
could not have gotten to North America, I mean only to give an abridgment 
of his nar ration, and refer to the original. Where, indeed, mention is made of 
Sir Samuel Hood and Sir George: Rodney, I ſhall fubjoin ſhort notes, and cite 
our ſeveral London-Gazettes, containing their circumſtantial reſpeRive relations. 
An enemy is likely to be impartial towards individuals who have acted againſt 
him, if not towards their ſtate; and compariſon is a common method of ſettling 
the reſpective merits of concurrent officers; where the circumſtances have been 
ſomewhat ſimilar; On” theſe accounts, as alſo becauſe the world has been. 
led to believe that the whole demerit of our late misfortunes in the Cheſapeak. 
was to be- derived from. the negligence 'of Rear Admiral Graves, and from his 
want of circumſpection; and that nobody beſides could be queſtionable for the 
inſufficiency. of our oppoſition to the Compre, notwithſtanding he had brought 
both his fleet and. army from the Weſt Indies, where different admirals had com-- 
manded, and met with him 2 find it neceſſary to relate the whole of his voyage. 
I ſhould, in truth, be inexcuſable for giving a partial, when I could give a com- 
plete, relation of his operations, as they had one uniform tendency, towards the 
accompliſhment of his laſt great atchie vement. Nevertheleſs, I ſhall do this 


2 briefty.. 


- . 


t #5 

briefly. © * The Compte de Graſſe left Breſt the 22d of March, and on the 
« 29th of April drove off, under his fire, 18 Engliſh ſhips of the line, which 
* had blocked Martinica.for fifty. days, heir advautage-ia-fpeedy-end-the-par 
«Which They took f running before the wind, obliged the Compte on the third- 
day to give up their purſuit +, in order to go to Fort Royal in Martinico. 

® See the original, Appendix No. J. | 

+ Sir Samuel Hood, in kis repreſentation of this cannonade or ſkirmiſh off Martinico, between 
Point Salines and the Diamond rock, ſtates the Compte de Graſſe's ſhips to be at firſt nineteen of the 
line with two armed like Flites; but that, after the firing began, they were joiged by the ſhips from 
Fort * v9 ſayingqiÞw many d moſt accodrs* ſay four, tdiße three; do the greate part of 
our officers Jet the whole atak but at twenty - three) that the actibn became — aboiit noon, 
but at a great diſtance; that, afier infinite manceuvres, the two fleets were at fix in the evening four 
miles diſtant from each other, the French then conſiſting of twenty-four ſhips of the line; and that 
the next day (the zoth of April) at twenty-five minutes paſt twelve, „ he judged it was improper 
« to dare the enemy any longer to battle, and thought it his indiſpenſable duty to bear up, and 
« that he made the fignal for it at eight o'clock.” But it appears, ſrom his ſubſequent derail, that 
the enemy bowever did not ceaſe from purſuing and firing at ſome of bis ſhips unill ſeven o'clock 
the next morning (the 1ſt of May),-frem-whie the Forbeyot ppoemrereived a good deal of damage; 
ſo that the two accounts differ more in the manner of telling than in ſubſtance : for what the French 
calls running before the wind or rather ng with the wind in the poop, the Engliſh ſtyles bearing up, but 
both mean the withdrawing, .retreating or retiring from fight. The fact notoriouſly was that our 
fleet, for the greater part, fled with their topgallant royals and ſtudding {ails ſet, the enemy chafing 
them untill near noon the third day, and their frigates coming up every now and then and firing 


into the beavy-ailing Torbay fo as very much to endanger her being captured. Nevertheleſs All Sir 
Samuel's ſhips came into action, and in his own four men were wounded. JED 
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Mem. In caſe any line of battle ſhip or ſhips ſhould be called away, —|— 
the ſhip that would have followed the one abſent is to take her place, 360167 
See London Gaxette, 11 Aug. 1781, 
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After faying foryiooght: 


hours, be feigned an attack: upon Sc. I. gcio, that ihe 

might gary Tobago, which Was zaken in the face of Rodney himſelt, who, witls 
U awengy-two- ſhips againſt, twentyrfour, Would only be a witneſs, taking care 
K-10:knep u teſpsctful diſtance nunů conſtantly: refuſing a combat, Which the 
a eee e een grace The fleex proceedeg then to St. 
„ Domingos:; The tech ail anchoręd at the Cape qu the e 3d che Intrepide of 
* 74 guns blew up; and ſo did the Inconſtante T. The 53h of Auguſt it ſailed 
«4, 4gaingard;: paſuag before: the Hayandah through: thetBahama Straits, anchored. 
% the goch I in the. bay of Cheſapeak. ' The Cato of 5o guns, the Grade/aupe: 
4% of 24 ſeveral floops, and a great number of tranſports, were, at this time ſe - 
*-curing to the Marquis de la Fayette ſubſiſtance and communications, and ren- 
*, geripg him maſter of the ſea. ute ü: 22 4920 erte ene 

* Fhe Cemmte immediately diſpaiched the Concorde, to notify chis axtixal off: 
« Cape Henry, and embarked in ſmall craft the 3 300 land forces which had 
© beendiftribured among the twenty · eight ſhips of war that compaſed his fleet . 
The Glorieux, Aigrette, and Diligente, chaſing ahead, when he entered the bay, (C) 
diſcovered the Guadaloupe frigate and Loyaliſt floop at anchor under Ca 
Henry, and purſued them to the entrance of Tork river: the ſloop was taken ; 
“and the Glorieux, accompanied by the two tr anchored at the mouth of 
* the river to block it, and was rein forced the next day hy the Vaillant and 
„Triton. The river James was alfo-taken poſſeſſion of; che Experiment, Andro- 
„ mache, and ſeveral loops, were placed there ; the higher part of this river, in 
* which the diſembarkation was made, is eighteen leagues diſtant from the an- 
* choring ground in Lynnhaven bay, where the fleet lay waiting for news from 
« General Waſhington, and the return of its boats, when on the 5th of Sep- 
e tember, at eight in the morning, the look - out frigate. made the ſignal for 
« twenty-ſeven ſail in the Eaſt, GieRing their courſe for the Cheſapeak ; the 
« wind being in the N. E. It was a little afterwards perceived to be an enemy's 
« fleet, and not the Compte de Barras, who was expected; they were under a 
* preſs of fail, and very ſoon near enqugh to be eaſily diſtipguiſhed to be 
* ranged in line cloſe to ſtarboard, their ſhips of force in their van. The (D) 


* 


A 


* Sir George fays, © his reaſons for not attacking them were, becauſe they had it in their power 
to entangle his Majeſty's fleet among the Grenadilias, jo decoy them into the channel between 
Granada and the Spaniſh main, where the currents are ſo rapid, that his fleet might have been 
« drove far to leeward, while the enemy had it in their power to anchor under the batteries of 
« Grenada.” See Lenden Gazette, 4 dug. E She 

+ Of 40 guns, by Bel; Univer/al Neptune. ; | | 

t Monſ. Rochambeau ſays, ** He received letters from the Compte de Graſſe, which informed him 
« of his arrival in the bay on the 28 of Auguſt; chat the Compte, after the fight, ge- entered it on the 
1 . ith - ee * he found De Barris there, Who = ound i on the 1 1 1 on | 
«© him the heſieging artillery in ten tranſports ; and that two Engliſh ſrigates (the Iris and Richm 
« found thenfeſre} Wröbehn the two fleets, and Leere daben. . See Fo. oo a la Gazette dt Fraucr, 
20th Nov. 1787. ' Appendix No. (IE) Letters M andO.” | 1 ** N ** «IP A | 

The Haber of 74 guns joined bim on the 1744 of Aug, and made his fleet 29 ſhips of the line. 
See a Summary of the Operations in North America, Nom abe 5th of Aaguft to the 19th of Oftober, pub- 
No h. gors, 27 Now. 1781, by the French commanders, at their return. 1 

Ng. 4 85 at 9 p anti: 3:1 
Num Ba I «© Compte 


(3 ) 
*. Compte de Graſſe immediately. gave orders to prepare for battle, and for get · 
« ting on way. At noon, the tide ſerving, the ſignal was made to ſet fail, 
(E) © and to form the line of diſpatch in getting on way. This was done in leſs 
than three quarter of an hour, notwithſtanding the abſence of 1800 * men and 
« go officers, employed in the diſembarkation of the troops; and the Compte 
de Grafle gave a verbal order to M. de Monteil, commodore, to take the com- 
c mand of the rear . „ nt WN 9; bib of ban zin woll zngg ay * 
The Engliſh came from the wind, and kept it by forming on a line 
% cloſe to ſtarboard. At two o clock they wore, and lay upon the ſame tack 
with the French, without being ranged however in parallel lines, the rear 
« of Admiral Graves being infinitely to the windward of his van. At three 
(I) * o'clock (after ſome manceuvres) the leading ſhips of the two ffeets approached 
ce each other within muſket-ſhot. At four the action began in the van with a 
Pra nul 2331 I ir in 3 an | th SS « 7 | 
L In De Grafle's letters to Rochambea 
letter, No. II. at letter (N). p. 36. 


u, he calls chem no more than 1 fd. See the account of the 


— 
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1 His line was the following: | 
EL n 5 _ | Guns. | Men. | 
Le Platon 74 9% i 4 
* La Bourgogne 74 ,| 800, [Le Sieur de Bougainville. 
x; Le Marſeillos = 74 | 800 Pt | 
| Diademe - [74 800 | 
; -Q | Refleche - - | 64 | 550 : 
N 45. 1 987 | 
St. Eſprit _ » 80 825 1 
33 64 | 650 
Cefar J. 74 8od'f 
Deſtin 9 | 74 800 LL 4 
La Ville de Paris - | 104 | 2200 Le Compte de Graſſe. 
| „ Vitouwe - 1 74 800 | 
10 Le Sceptre - < | 74 800 | 
| Northumberland 74 800 
| Palmier <= - 74 800 
Solitaire 64 650 
E Citoyen 74800 
Scipion — — 74 800 
 Magnanime = Bo 887 
Hercule - - 4 | Boo | 
Languedoe = 4 | 1000 Le Sieur de Monteil, Chef d'Eſcadre, 
Zele — 74 800 | ; 
HeQtor , - , - | 74 | $550 
Souverain < = 74 800 


The Caton ſet down as of 64 guns, and put into the line, is a different ſhip from the Caron of go, 
which Mr. de Graſſe before mentions to be in one of the rivers attending upon de la Fayette, and 
never afterwards takes notice of as having rejoined him, although he ſpecifies the return of the Glorieuæ 
of 74 guns. This laſt ſhip, together with the Triton and Vaillant (of 64) the Expygriment and Caton 
(of 50), Concorde (of 36), Aigrette and Andromache (of 32), Diligiente (of 26), and Gaudaloupe (of 24)» 
at this time were up the rivers York and James, | 


I l | ce briſk 


; 
% 
7. 
8 
* 
4 
N 


W 63 ) 
4 briſk fire, and ſucceſſively the ſhips in the main body came in for their ſhare, (H) 
At 5 the wind, having continued to ſhifr, threw the French van too far to 
4% windward, and the Compte, being anxious to make the action general, and 
ce to diſpoſe the enemy ſo to do, ordered his van to bear up a ſecond time: that 
& of Admiral Graves being roughly handled, he took advantage of the wind, 
cc which rendered him maſter of the diſtance, to avoid being attacked by the 
French rear, which was making its utmoſt efforts to get at his rear and centre. 
»The ſetting of the ſun put an end to the combat. The Engliſh kept the 
cc wind, and, having preſerved” it the next day, employed themſelves in refit- 
« ting. The 7th, at noon, the French getting the wind, the Compte approached 
„ the enemy, and manceuvred in the evening to keep the wind during the 
“ night, The 8th, at day-break, Admiral Graves availed himſelf of a ſhift of 
c wind to get to windward; the Compte wore his fleet, and (after various ma- 
& noaeuvres of both fleets) the wind was yielded to the French, from whom the 
* Engliſh had gotten to a diſtance with all their ſail ſet. The night gave the (I) 
“% Engliſh again the wind; but, in the evening of the gth, the Compte gained 
& jr by his management, and by the advantage of being able ro make more fail 
&« than the Engliſh ſquadron, his ſhips having ſuffered leſs. The Compte then 
« perceiving the difficulty of forcing Admiral Graves to an engagement, and 
« fearing leſt ſome ſhiftings of the wind might not permit him to get before him 
« to the Cheſapeak, took the part of returning there to continue his operations, 
te and take aboard again his crews. The Glorieux and Diligente rejoined him 
„ the 1oth at night. The 11th the Tri, and Richmond frigates fell into his 
hands, and his fleet anchored under Cape Henry, where the Compte de Barras * 
& had arrived the evening before. 
© The French fleet was compoſed of twenty-four ſhips and two frigates ; Ad- 
« miral Graves, reinforced by Hood, had twenty, of which two were two-deckers, 
“ and nine frigates or ſloops T. By their own confeſſion, five of their ſhips have 


* His ſquadron conſiſted of the following ſhips, 


Le Duc de Burgogne 80 La Gentille 32 
Neptune 74 L'Hermione 32 
Conquerant 74 Le Furet 30 
Ardent . Senſible 28 

Evillé a La Fantaſque 24 
7 + Charlotte 20 
rovence Guepe 14 
' Sagittaire, 64 
Romulus 40 Des Corvettes 

La Concorde 36 

Surveillante 32 


See Mr. Arbuthnot's Account of March 20, publiſhed in the London Gazecite 24 April 1781; and 
fee alſo Calendrier Frangois, pour 1781, & Newport, Rhode- and. | 
+ See Admiral Graves's account, 1 ry Gazeite, 6 Oober, 1781, by which it appears he } ad 
| 2 2 of 98 | | 
12 of = 
1 of 70 
4 of 64 
1 of 50 (the Adamant); but this laſt was not in his line, nor en- 
gaged, For his line of battle, ſee p.. 


« been 


(32 ) 


© been conſiderably mailed, and particularly the Te ribie of 70. which the y 
burned the yth at night, ſhe not being able to keep above water. The fifteen 
« firſt ſhips of the French line were all that took any ſhare im the action, and 
& had only the ſame number to fight, the five * in the . . n 
« fuſed to come within reach. 

The 18th the Compte De Graſſe quitted the anchoring nova: in Lyane 
«. haven bay, and took that beyond the Middle Ground and Horſhoe banks; his 
<« fleet anchored in line of battle within, and at the outlet from, theſe two banks, 
* ready to moor, if Admiral Graves, teinforced by the arrival of Digby, had 
attempted to relieve Lord Cornwallis ; there were alſo three ſhips: appoinged: to 
« go and moor themſelves at the entrance of James river. - - 

The 17th of October Lord Cornwallis deſired a ſuſpenſion - of arms for 
te twenty-four: two only were granted; and then he deſired to capitulate; 
„% a day was employed in diſcuſſing the articles, which were ſigned the igth. 
« At the poſts of York. and Glouceſter were found 1 500 Engliſh ſeamen, and 
about forty veſſels, of which one ſhip was of 30 guns f, which has — burnt, 
*« and twenty tranſports, chat have been ſunk : in the number i is the COPE 

, frigate of 24 guns.” 

The — . relation is no Boaſting parade of his own exploits and coooms 
feverat of the aſlages advanced by mee. x 

From the whole courſe of facts related in this and the former letter, ated; the 
compariſon of the Engliſh and French relations, the world muſt now judge 
whether the Compte de Graſſe might have been ſtopped in his triumphant pro- 
greſs; and, if fo, in which of his ſtages with the moſt advantage; as well as which 
of our naval commanders exerted himſelf, in fact, the moſt for the purpoſe ; and 
conſequently where, and on whom, the blame, if any, ſhould be principaliy lad, 
all circumſtances conſidered. , 

We all now know that Monſieur De Graſſe ſailed from Martinico. the 3d or 
ath of May, that he anchored at Cape Frangois the 16th of July, and left 1 : the 
5th of Auguſt, ſteering through the Straits of Bahama for the Havannah, from 
whence he paſſed through the gulf of Florida to Charleſtown, and proceedin 
along the coaſt of America arrived off Cape Henry at the mouth of the Chela- 

k on the 28th of Auguſt 14, being but two days later in his arrival in thoſe 
ſeas than Sir Samuel Hood, who was ſent to reinforce our ſquardron in North 
America, the enemy bending "their force that way 9d. How far the reinforcement 
was in any reſpect adapted to the occaſion any body may y Judge. Indeed it is 
evident, from the diſpatches of the 5th of April and 4th of May from Europe, 
that government; and, from Sir George Rodney's diſpatch of the 13th of 
Auguſt, that he alſo; apprehended a part only of De Graffe's and De Monteibs 


* Jo my relation, I repreſent ſeven of our ſhips not to have been engaged, 'and this was. che fact; 
ſo that the fiſteen French Gips had no more than twelve Engliſh ſhips to 2 with. 
+ The Charon of 44. 

1 See No II. letter M. 

$ The words 14 Sir George ny in his letter of the n of Ty 


ſquadrons 


3 #3; 
would go to North America: under the like perſuaſion doo Sic 
Samuel came upon the coaſt, as appears by his letter to Sir Henry Clinton of 
the 2 5th of Auguſt; in the ſame opinion he remained conſtantly at ” New Yark, 
3s Commodore Affleck's letter of the 29th of Auguſt evinces, and ſo comets 
until the day of battle; when he was farprized with the ſight of a much. more 
formidable French fleet than that which he had encountered, and thought it bis 
indiſpenſable" duty to 'bear up from, at Martinico . For his antagoniſt; 333 

e Grafſe had brought all the ſhips of the line of his own and of De Monteil's 

uadrom + to the —— icy excepting the Adionnaire of 64 guns, "left. at. st. 

mingo for a convoy, and the Intrepide, which blew: up there. 

At this very period Sir George Rodney took the Gibraltar of 80, the T TRY 
of 74, and the — of 60 guns, home with him to England, having pre- 
viouſty ſent the Torbay of 54 and Prince William of 64 guns to Jamaica, to 
carry the —.— ——— government had ſent out in the Santa Monica frigate; 
and the Ruſſe! uns — left at Antigua to heave down. There lay then 
alſo at e — — Royal of 90 — the Ramillies and Albion of 74 
y of 64, waiting for a for Great Britain, and the 


each, and the Ruby 
Sandrwich of 9o preparing to heave down at Port Royal. All of which thips, 


being in thoſe” ſeas when De Graſſe ſaiſed, might have been hurried to North 
America; for, if the Gibraltar (that great and — ſnip of her rate) could 
the” long voya ge to Plymouth, ſhe could certainly perform the ſhort one to 

ew Vork; and, if the fate of North America could be put into competition 
with that of a convoy to or from Jamaica (which will not be readily allowed) the 
homewatd' bound one might have Wan ordered to proceed ow ew York, wrong 
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„ Thi words of his * to * Admiraley 0 pon that Na | 
* The ſquadron of De N and De Momteil "confified (T. aeg of the flowing ſhips ; 3 
| Gar | 
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Le Caton © 4 
| Reflechi _—_ | 
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Triton 
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* In the action. 


S322 KIND gn 6.90 


_ +. 1, *® Magnanime. - 
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e Le Ceſar 


Citoyen 
Deſtin 
Diademe 
Glorienx _ 
Hector 
Hercule 

In trepide 
Marſeillois 


Palmier 
Pluton 
Sceptor 
Seipion 
Sou verain 


IA Viatoire 


* La Zels 


Northumberland 


J 


* 
"=> 
8 
, 17 Experiment 
2 
8 
8 


Vaillant 
Le Caton 


L'Incon ſtance 


La Courageuſe 


Aigrette 
Andromache 


La Diligente 
La Guadaloupe 
Pluſieurs Corvettes, | 
Un grand pombre de Wine | 
parts * an 


Out of the * up the rivers, 
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40 
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20 
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was little or nothing out of the way, and from thenee frigates could have eſoorted 
it with ſafety enough to England or Ireland, whilſt the line of battle ſhips; which 
had ſeen it to North America, might have remained there to ſerve againſt the 
common enemy. VA, 10 her 9 | „ Abe 31 

Mr. Digby too might have been diſpatched from Europe a month ſooner, and 
ſtronger like wiſe if needful; and the London, inſtead of being ordered (as ſhe was 
by the admiralry in June) to Jamaica, might certainly have been detained in,North. 
America. % 11 oe ut ac d tek $71 i Ken e trac) 
But, the truth is, there was no notion either in the Weſt Indies or in England 
of the French intending to combine and puſh their whole naval force to the aid 
of the rebels, and conſequently there was no contrivance nor proviſion againſt 
ſuch a plan, although this had been foreboded by Mr. Graves in his advices. to 
both countries, who, by his letters of the zd of July, gave early warning of the 
concert between De Graſſe and De Barras, and that nothing could fave our 
colonies: but a timely and effective naval force coming to their protection. No. 
ſuch ever arrived; and what did arrive was imperfect, too late, and without any. 
forerunners to announce its approach. In fact, little attention ſeems: to have 
been given at the Leeward iſlands to the procurement of intelligence concerning 
the enemy, inſomuch that at firſt no more than ten or twelve ſhips of the line, 
and finally but fourteen were collected and ordered from thence for the American 
ſervice, under Sir Samuel Hood; which defective force came vaporing to New 
York with an air of conſcious ſuperiority. and that degree of ſelf - ſufficiency and 
ſecurity which happily ſupply the place of information, ignorant even of the 
French being in thoſe ſeas until they had entred the Cheſapeak and landed their. 
troops. But, in truth, in this laſt ſtage of the buſineſs, intelligence would 
have availed nothing, when nothing beſides actual ſtrength of fleet could be 
of any avail. And, after the av of the Compte De Graſſe, with the whole 
French Weſt India navy, it was not in the power of Mr. Graves to make, upon 
the ſpur of the occaſion, greater, quicker, or more ſpirited efforts than he did 
to ſtop their progreſs and to prevent the ruinous and fatal conſequences which 
ſoon enſued. g | 1 a 

A recollection of facts will (if I miſtake not) convince any man that our 
reinforcements for North America, had no contrariant accidents fallen out, were 
too ſlender, as well as too tardy, either for preventing at firſt, or afterwards 
defeating, the projects of the enemy, under all the circumſtances of our ſitu- 
ation. | 1 1 | 

For, had Sir George Rodney's fecond | diſpatch, of the 7th July, found rear 
admiral Graves at New York, by arriving before he went off Boſton; and had the 
rear admiral, in conſequence of it, proceeded immediately with every one of 
his ſhips for the Capes ot Virginia, to look ous for Sir Samuel Hood from the Lee- 
ward Iſlands, without waiting for any farther advice of or from him: it would 
have been very practicable for the enemy's ſquadron at Rhode Iſland to have 
entred the Hook and attacked our head-quarters; and when once their ſhips 


were gott :n in they could have defended the bar upon the inſide, againſt an 
1 | : og, * equa 


0 39, ), > 


| orfÞ periar: haval force without, perhaps better than ourſefves, becauſe. they, 
—.— certainly have had the country to aid CO after ſome few hours Aae 
Eliaabetheroum,, and tbe Wee region. of the Jerleys being cloſe. to theth auch 
ready to ſupply whatever they might want“. In fact, bad Mr. Graves then 
ſailed for the Cheſapeak; what was there to deter or prevent Monſieur De Barras 
from going directly to New Vork? The Marquis de la Fayette could have 
joined general Waſhington. at the, White Plains in the ene as expedi- 
tiouſly, as. the latter from that place joined the former. The admiral, therefore, 
would not have been deemed exguſeable, but a madman, to riſque ſuch an event 
for the mere chance of joining our fleet from the Leeward Iſlands. EN 
_ Laying, however, this material conſideration, out of the queſtion ; had the 
New Vork ſquadron failed earlier for the purpoſe of meeting that from the Welt | 
Indies and had theſe two Engliſh ſquadrons cruiſed in thoſe ſeas with that 
view, either might ſeparately haye fallen in with , the whole French fleet; or, 
if. ſo much ill luck had not betided them, and they had firſt fortunately joined, 
and after that, by cruizing togther for ſome. time in the likelieſt track, had at 
length met with Monſieur De Graſſe, they would undoubtedly at that period 
have found him with twenty- nine + ſhips of the line and two of fifty guns, when 
we could not have had any other ſtrength than What was afterwards in the battle, 
excepting the; Robuſte and Prudent. And it muſt be remembered, at the time 
of. chat action, their ,Gloricux, Triton, and Vaillant of the line, with the Experi- 
mant and Caton uf 530 guns each, were up the rivers of the Cheſapeak atttending 
their army, with eighteen hundred men and ninety officers of the crews belong-⸗ 
ing to the ſhips in the engagement, all of which ſhips and men muſt have been 
in the fight had it happened on De Graſſe's firſt arrival off the Capes 
Had our fleet, on the contrary, deferred ſailing from New York for a week 
or ten days beyond the 31ſt of Auguſt in order to wait for the Prudent, De 


Barras would have been joined to De Graſſe and De Monteil before we could 


"= w# A 


have gotten, to the Cheſapeak, and we ſhould then have had the united force A 
of their three ſquadrons (excepting the Triton and Vaillant) to contend with; 
for the Glorieux rejoined De Graſſe the 10th of September, the very day that 


* By the way; in March preceding, had Monſieur De Barras immediately after bis fight with 
Mr. Arbuthnot, haſtened towards Sandy Hook, he might not only have taken General Phillips with 
all the reinforcements which he was carrying to Lord Cornwallis and general Arnold, but might alſo 
have begun a blockade of New Vork with Sir Henry Clinton in it. For, General Phillips had left 
New Vork but juſt before that fight took place, and the French fleet upon its return could not have 

ſſed him at a greater diſtance than eight or ten leagues. When this became known and adverted to, 

r. Arbuthnot was alarmed; for he ſaw the danger to which our head- quarters had been, and might 
again be expoſed during the abſence of our fleet, and therefore hurried back to New York. gx. 

It is notorious too that the following ſummer our main army were apprehenſive of, being beſieged in 
New Vork, believipg the enemy's. principal attack, whenever their grand fleet ſhould arrive, would 
be there; and, when it was aſcertained that the whole French force was gone to the Cheſapeak, * 
our land commanders at New York ſtill maintained the enemy's original deſign had been againſt this 
3 and that ſome ſubſequent circumſtances had occaſioned the change. See Sir Henry Clinton's 
Narrative and Lord Cornwallis's Anfover, | n 


+ See Appendix, (Ne III. K 
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| 68 * 
De Barras cet ie bie, fa et the eng ment, ker gar dap; Fave tac 
thirty-ſix ſhips of the fine, inſtead of twenty-fout, in the aRivn . 4wbiIR"we could: 


— 11 T *©& 33 4.1 ». "+ ] | » £55 = & "PO mn 
only have had the Prudent, in addition to the n chat actually eompofed 
th opp Try! * 775 Wot? 4 199731 1 17. Wi. r _ 


our force on the 5th of September. | ae a2 obs: 
For theſe reaſons, conſidering the nayal, ſtrength actually furniſhed to our 
American ſervice, chance ſeems to have rendered the mothent of conflict as 
opportune as it could bave been, that is, when the enemy force, brought into 
thoſe ſeas to oppole ours, was tlie leaſt collected: and had we fucceeded on the 
th of September in defeating, De Graſſe, and driving the ſhips then with him 
off the coaſt, De Barras could not have landed the Freneh attiflery, and his 
fquadron would probably have been impounded and captured in the bay. It is 
not, therefore, without reaſon that Admiral Graves in his letter to Lieutenant 
Colonel Simcoe (which T have ſeen) faid “ the 5th of September war, I conͥ. 
< feſs, a moment of ambition with te.“ Indeed he had Battered himdelf from - 


ndea- 
of. 
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wind ſo long 


21 „ 
| | 1555 efote the Kind unti 
their on centre and ſun-ſet plies bent e ee Dy, 

there*was even a little unlücky delay tt 
of our van, owing to the, very young gentleman, who repeated the ſignals for 


i 


that divilion, not knowing it Was his, duty (before hailed and informed ſo) to. 
repeat the ſignals of the commander in chief as well as thole of bis own particu- 
lar admiral; and that our van ſhips were on that account neceſſitated afterwards 


to bear down (which they did however with great ſpirit and exertion) in a more 


expoſed and leſs advantageous manner than they could haye done fo at firſt, and 
to ſleer almoſt ſtem- long down upon the enemy, who thereby had it in their power 


to cut and diſable them very much in approaching, before they were able to bring 
up and engage. But the delay fatal to the fortune of day was in the rear t. 
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" *®. See Appendix, Ne 1. | on OVARY Þ VU EAI DID AG 
+ This fight has been often compared to that of Mr. Byng, and: ſaid (I knowYtat be very ſimilar . in 
the cireumftances; but, if I recollect right, the delay imputed to him, at the crifis, upon which the 
lortung of his battle was adjudged to turn, was not of more duration than five, ſeyen, os ten minutes 
; al 
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( 31 ) 
However, to go back to the main object of theſe letters, the charge againſt 
the adthiral, of neglecting to ' join © the leeward ifland ſquadron obilt it was 
cruizirig” off the Capes of Virginia in expettation of him. It appears, from the 
facts before alledged and proved, that the Leeward Iſland ſquadron never cruized 
there at all; and the ſtory of Sir Samuel Hood having been nine days off the 
Cheſapeak is ſo totally untrue, that this officer never made in reality either” 
Cape Henry or Cape Charles, never cruized one ſingle hour, neither looked 
into the Cheſapeak nor the Delaware, but came with his greateſt ſpeed from An- 
tigua directiy to New York, where he arrived within two hours after bis diſ- 
patch, having chatged his mind, even before the carrier of it loſt ſight of 
his ſquadron, In fact, had he ventured to cruize but two days in thoſe ſeas, 
he muſt have fallen in with Mr. De Graſſe, and by the rencontre have learned 
much more of his real force than the naval baronet had any idea of when he 
anchored at Sandy Hook. B. ea] 1 | peta erg 
With reſpect to Sir Henry Clinton's aſſurance to Lord Cornwallis, that the re- 
lief by ſea would be ready on the 5th of October, I can ſay nothing; not knowing 
what ground Sir Henry had for ſuch aſſurance. And with regard to his not having 
the leaſt doubt but that had it been ready, it would have been effectual; the 
world muſt judge from any antient or recent atchievement of a ſimilar nature, in 
naval hiſtory, how far twenty-three ſhips of the line, with two fifties, were likely 
or capable to have forced thirty-ſix French ſhips of the line of ſuperior reſpective 
ſtrength ſituated advantageouſly ; for it muſt be recollected and obſerved that 
could our fleet have failed on the 5th or 6th of October, they mult have done fo 
with no more than twenty-three ſail of the line, becauſe the Torbay and Prince 
 Wilkam did not arrive from Jamaica untill the 11th of that month *. If it be 
ſuppoſed that the Engliſh could have evaded the French main fleet anchored off 
York river, by clinging the ſouthern ſhore of the Cheſapeak, running up James 
river, and landing the troops, before the Gallic fleet. could advance thither ; I 
will only defire the map to be looked into, and the probable information to the 
enemy of our approach. from their ſcouting veſſels, together with the ſmallneſs 
of the diſtance from the mouth of one river to that of the other, and the time re- 
quiſite for the diſembarkation of our 7000 troops, to be conſidered. But if, by 
groſs inattention in the French, ſuch a project could have been executed; let me 
| aſk what probably would have been the fate of the whole Engliſh fleet, after be- 
ing once gotten up James river, and there blocked up by more than thirty-cight 
ſhips of war of the enemy? _ | 2 7536 
This 1s all which I ſhall trouble you with on the part of a flag officer now in 
ſeas very remote, who is of no party or faction, naval or political; who owed his 
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at the utmoſt ; whereas here in the rear it was for more than an hour, And, without enterin 
into, or pretending to aſſign, the reaſons or cauſes of either, and without conſidering whether a ſmall 
Mediterranean iſland or thirteen American provinces depended upon the iſſue, a perſon wholly un- 
military, may (I think) be permitted to aſſert that a much leſs delay or errer, at a critical minute, 
may decide the fate of any engagement whatever either by ſea or land, 

See page 23. EI hs 1 
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omotion to 1 Anſon, and yet was a favourite with Admiral Boſcawen ; who 
has made the knowledge of his profeſſion the ſole and conſtant object of his at- 
tention, and has been as much at ſea with. as conſiderable fleets, in as great a va- 

riety of important ſervice, as any officer in the navy; and during whoſe ſhort 
command in North America more prizes * were taken from the enemy by the 
activity of his cruizers than in any other period, of like extent, ſince the com- 

mencement of French hoſtilities ; who finally attacked a ſuperior, Heet of theirs 
with a much greater diſparity of force than Gia have been fought elſewhere in, 

this war; and who, when he failed of. victory on that occaßon, from nothing 

that depended upon himſelf, maintained the honour of the Britiſh flag, by keep» 

ing the field of battle, with crippled ſhips, free from inſult, untill the enemy left 
it; and who, from being conſcious of having done his duty with the moſt un- 

ſpotted integrity, as well as with the moſt ardent zeal and reſolution, to the beſt 

of his abilities, for his majeſty's ſervice, in the moſt trying circumſtances, cannot 
have the leaſt ſuſpicion of un worthy, artifices being practiſed here; both to con- 

ceal and to diſguiſe facts notorious to thouſands abroad . in order to make the 
political world mittake bim for the cauſe of thoſe misfortunes in the Cheſapeak, 
* he did his „ee and more chan had other naval . o . 
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being all ſhi ps of war, of which thoſe marked * | by have been taken! into e our e's ; beki es a Senn 
8 other betele of divers forts, letters of marque, pacquets, a very valuable aſl-ſuip, &c. &c. and 
in 1 8 whole amounting nearly to one hundred fail. For which ſee London Gazette of the-2 tes: of p 
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Inner Temple, 20th of Feb. 1763. 


I T may now be pardonable perhaps to mention ſome few perſonal circum- 
ſtances relative to the rear admiral, which were not ſo proper to be blended with 
matters of more public concern. 

The admiralty-· order brought by Mr. Digby, towards the end of September 1781, 
for Mr. Graves's going to Jamaica, was the firſt notification, official or otherwiſe, 
which he had from any part of adminiſtration of his own deſtiny. At the time 
of his receiving it he had been for almoſt three months the commander in chief 

by ſea in North America, and above fifteen months the ſecond in command there, 
without counting for any thing his ſhort but ſevere ſervice not long before in that 
quarter of the world, as a commodore and flag-officer, in a very rough and 
boiſterous ſeaſon, upon the fatiguing expedition under vice admiral Byron. 
During the firſt year which he ſpent under Mr. Arbuthnot, he never ſlept a ſingle 
night ont of his ſhip, and was kept almoft always off the eaſtern point of Long 
Iſland, for the purpoſe of watching the enemy's ſquadron at Rhode Ifland, untill 
they ſailed for the Cheſapeak, whicher our fleet purſued and came up with them 
in March 1781. 

At the time of Mr. Graves's orders for Jamaica arriving he knew not with any 
certainty the naval diſpoſition in that department, although he had heard for ſome 
time back that Sir Peter Parker was to return home, and Mr. Arbuthnot before 
his departure had communicated his having had and declined the offer of ſuc- 
ceeding to the Jamaican command. 

Mr. "Digby, who ſuperſeded Mr. Graves in North And was the next be- 

low, as Mr. Rowley at Jamaica was the next but one above him, on the liſt of, 
rear admirals; and they all three carried the ſame flag. Mr. Rowley's commiſſion 
for commanding in chief on the laſt mentioned ſtation bore date in the ſame 
month with Mr. Graves's order for going there, but the latter had no intimation 
of it; and upon his arrival he found himſelf only the third flag officer (Sir Peter 
Parker not being ſailed for Europe), at a port which W no more than two 
tine of battle hips capable of ſervice. 

This being a dolle of perfect inactivity, and quite the reverſe of North 
America, or of the Leeward Iſlands, which laſt at the ſame period wore every 
warlike appearance, having twenty ſhips of the line although no more than two ad- 
mirals, who had both too been lately acting under Mr. Graves, every body in the 
navy remarked upon his preſent condition; and, being himſelf very apprehenſive 


that 


( 49 ) my 111 
that the world at large muſt naturally conclude he was removed from New Vork 


to make way for his immediate junior, and ſent to Port Royal to ſerve under his 
almoſt immediate ſenior, becanls in truth he was fit to command no where; he 
wrote very preſſingly to the Earl of Sandwich, as well as to his board, to pray to 
be relieved from ſuch a marked ſituation. - Not receiving any anſwer by the 
proper pacquet, he purſued his requeſt by the next opportunity; and, after a de- 
cent interval, moſt earneſtly urged the matter anew, declaring in this laſt letter to 
the earl, that he would ſconer not ſerve at all, nay rather not have an exiftence, 
than continue longer in ſo humiliating and inſignificant a ſtate, highly diſhonour- 
able to himſelf, and perfely uſeleſs to his country. In conſequercce of this very 
urgent application, a day or two before his lordſhip went out of office in March 
laſt, the rear admiral was indulged with leave from the board to return to Eng- 
land when and in what manner he ſhould think fir, and had withall the honor 
and ſatisfaction of an extremely long and moſt polite anſwer from his lordſhip 
Himſelf, wherein he was pleaſed not only to expreſs the ſtrongeſt profeſſional. 
eſteem, but to make the warmeſt profeſſions of his own mne cordzal paſt, preſent 
and future friendſbip towards him. Nevertheleſs it was the end of June before 
this leave reached J maica, and Sir Peter Parker did not quit the iſland untill the 
arrival of Sir George Rodney with the grand fleet, after his ſhining victory; 
ſo that Mr. Graves remained in the midſt of war for almoſt eight months the. 
third flag officer in a port, where he had nothing to do, for the whole time, ex- 
cepting the accidental employ which the fears of an invaſion occaſioned, I mean 
the diſpoſing and mooring of the few ſhips. of war. in the harbour, in concert 
with colonel Campbell the lieutenant governor, ſo as to render them the moſt 
_ uſeful and co-operative with the fortifications on ſhore, in cale of an attack by a 
ſuperior enemy from ſea or lang. £3 5 
The rear admiral's leave being come, Sir George Rodney iſſued an order to him 
dated “ Formidable, in Port Royal Harbour, Jamaica, 1ſt of July, 1782, to take 
„ under his command the ſhips named in the margin d, and proceed with the 
&* convoy bound to Great Britain, at ſuch time as the ſaid ſhips may have joined 
« him in Bluefields bay, taking care before he approached the coaſt of Europe, 
&« to keep in the latitude of the Mizenhead in Ireland, at leaſt one hundred and 
« fifty leagues welt of that cape, ſending one of his ſhips ahead to make the coaſt : 
< of Ireland for intelligence, and that he might be acquainted with the ſituation 
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. „ ear Admiral Graves 5 

* 0 Rannillics 1 Capt. Sylverius Moriarty 2 
„% Canada” — The Hon. Wm. Cornwallis 74 
« Centaur” — -Inglefield 
„% La Vile de Paris” Geo. Wilkinſon 104 
„Le Glorieux* The Hon. Tho. Cadogan 

„ L'Hetor” — A———Bourchicr 74 
« L' Arden! — — Lucas N | 
« Le Jaſon” — — —Aylmer . j 64 
« LeCatou” — ——Fiher.. | | 
„Palla? — Chriſtopher Parker | 36 
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latter obſerved. that there wat-no other protection left for the convoy, and there- 
fore conſented only, aud with great reluctance, to their ſo diſpoſing of the fore- 
caſtle and after maſt quarter- deck guns, with a quantity of ſhot, and ſome other 
articles of much weight and leſs conſequence. 3 EY 
The cùſuing night all hands were buſily employed in bailing and endeavouring | 
to render the pumps uſeful ; for the ballaſt, by getting into the well, had rendered 
the pumps of no effect, and the chains broke as conſtantly as they were repaired: 
ſo that there was no other reſource remaining than bailing at the batchways. 
The water had. riſen-to ſeven feet in the hold, the wind was very high from the 
weſtward driving a vaſt ſea before it, the ſhip old and ſtraining violently. 

2 hen the morning of the 18th appeared, nothing could be ſeen of the 

The ſhip having opened during the night, the admiral, upon the preſſing re- 
newed remonſtrances of the officers, now gave leave, though very unwillingly, to 

art with ſix of the forwardmoſt and four of the afterwardmoſt guns of the main- 
deck, with the remainder of thoſe of the quarter-deck ; and, ſhe ſtill continuing 
to open. very much, tarred canvas and hides were ordered to be nailed fore and h 
from under the fills of the ports on the main-deck unto the fifth plank abeus the. 
waterways, and the crew without orders did the ſame. on the lower-deck. Her in- 
creaſing complaints making more yet. needful to be done, all the upper. deck 
guns, the ſhot both on the upper and lower decks, and various heavy ſtores were 
caſt into the ſea. At this time a leakage in the light room of the grand maga- 

' Zine having almoſt filled the ſhip forward, and there being eight feet of water in 
the magazine, every gentleman was compelled to take his turn at the whips, or in 
handing the buckets, and the ſhip was frapped from the fore maſt to the main- 

In the progreſs of the ſucceeding night the water roſe, in ſpight of the vtmoſt. 
efforts to keep it reduced, unto ſeven feet, it ſtill blowing very hard, with ex- 
tremely heavy ſqualls; and part of the orlope - deck fell into the hold, the ſhip 
labouring exceſſively and appearing to ſettle forward. On the morning of the 
igth, her complaints growing more alarming, the admiral permitted both bouer 
anchors to be cut way, all the junk to be flung over, one ſheet and one bower- 
cable to be reduced into junk and ſerved. the fame, as well as every ponderous, 
ſtore that could be lain hold of, together with all the powder in the magazine (it 
being damaged); and the cutter and pinnace to be broken up and hoven into the, 
ſea, the ſkidds having worked from off the ſide. Every ſoul bailed; and lieu- 
tenant Voung got up one of the pumps, hut to no purpoſe, for the ſhotlockers 
wr broken down, ſome of the ſhot, as well as the ballaſt, had fallen into the 
w ; i Chl 2 : 9 | | | | 
The weather moderating a little, all was now made ready for. heaving the lower-. 
deck guns over-board, it being at length reſolved to get rid of every thing poſhble. 
for. the, relief of the ſnip; and towards the evening, there being twenty merchant- 
men in company, the admiral was beſought by his officers to go into one of 
them, but he paſitively refuſed, ſaying, that his living a few years longer was 
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* of very little conſequence, and that bis leaving the ſip in the height" of her 


<« Jiftrels might & ſcourage and Nacken the exertions of the people!” It lulled 


- conſiderably this' night; and "all hands bailed, the water bing fix fpet high fore 


and aft. 


On the morning of the 2oth the ſpare and ſtream anchors were cut away, and 


during the day all the lower-deck guns hoven over. Towards the evening the 
people in general, even the ſtouteſt-hearted, beginning to expreſs the utmoſt de- 
ſpair, and the moſt earneſt deſire of quitting the ſhip for fear of foundering in her, 


the admiral advanced to ſpeak to them, and told them that he and the officers 


had an equal regard for their own lives, that the latter would not leave them, 


and, as to himſelf, he was determined to try another night in the ſhip, and ex- 
C horted them to do the ſame, there being ſtill room for hoping that a good day 


* with a moderate ſea might enable them, by united exertion, to clear and ſecure 


< the well againſt the encroaching ballaſt which waſhed into it, and that then they 
could reſtore the chains to the pumps and be capable to uſe them, and, this 
being once accompliſhed, hands enow might afterwards be ſpared to raiſe jury- 
© maſts which would be ſufficient to carry the ſhip to Ireland, and that her coun- 
* tenance alone would protect the remaining part of the convoy; that every thing 
* now had been done which could be thought of for her relief, and it would be 
but reaſonable to wait the effect; but that he would, notwithſtanding, make 
« the ſignal for, and pray, the trade to lie by her untill the next morning.” The 
men were pacified, and returned to their labour, they having obſerved him to 
have been almoſt conſtantly upon the deck, and very attentive to all that hap- 


ed: and he accordingly made a ſignal, for all merchantmen ; who, almoſt 


all, reſpected the flag. But in truth, there was very little ground for hope, for 


every gun and every anchor, excepting one of each, had been thrown overboard, 
with all that was in the leaſt cumberſome, and yet their condition did not ſeem 


mended by it: the ſtrength of the ſhip's company alſo was ſo nearly exhauſted, * 
they having had no ſleep ſince the 9 ſtorm, that one half only was now 


ordered to bail, and the other to reſt; and, although the wind was little, the 
water augmented againſt the beſt efforts for its reduction, the ſhip ſtil rolling 
and working violently in an unquiet fea, At three o'clock in the morning of 


the 21ſt (being the fourth night), the well having broken quite in, ſo that the 


cafk, ballaſt, and remaining ſhot had ruſhed together and deſtroyed the cylinders 


of the pumps, and the frame of the ſhip giving way in every part, both within 
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and without, the- officers, carpenters and crew, declared the impoſſibility of 


keeping her longer above water. The Admiral thereupon immediately deter- 


mined to remove the people and to abandon the ſhip ſo ſoon as daylight came 


quarter-deck, with a quantity of beef, pork, and flour; to ſettle the beſt dif- 


tribution (which he could) of the people, agreeably to the number of merchant 


ſhips 


2 


forward; but ordered the captain not to communicate his intention to any 
one, further than that at day - break he intended to remove the ſick and lame, and 
for this purpoſe to call on board all the merchant ſhips boats. The captain was 
ordered alſo, whilſt this was doing, to have all the bread brought upon the 
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Hips that obeyed the ſignal, allotting ſome. officer to each. diviſion of men; to 
have the remaining boats of the Ramillies launched ; and the moment that the 
ſick were all diſpoſed of to remove the whole ſhip's company as faſt as poſſible, 
without riſquing too many in any one boat. Accordingly at dawn, a ſignal was 
made for the merchant ſhips. in company and their boats, and the foregoing 
direction ſo exactly complied with, that no one ſuſpected. what was to follow, 
until, the bread; was intirely removed and the ſick gone. About fix o'clock the 
people began to go off. Between nine and ten the Admiral, there being nothing 
farther to direct, after ſhaking hands with every officer, and leaving bis barge 
foc the carriage of the remaining crew, quitted for ever the Ramillies, which had 
then nine feet of water in her hold, and went into a ſmall leaky boat, loaded 
with bread, out of which he and the ſurgeon bailed the water all the way At 
going off he hegged to have a cloak, a caſk of flour, and a caſk of water; of 
which he could only get the flour. He rowed for the Belle, captain Forſter, as 
being the firſt of the trade that had borne up, the evening before, in their im- 
mineat and extreme calamity, and by his anxious humanity ſet a moſt noble 
example, which had great influence with and was generouſly followed by ſix- 
teen more, through whoſe help every individual on board of his Majeſty's 
ſhip. was reſcued from à grave in the Atlantic, which about this time ſwal- 
lowed up many a, gallant and, able officer ® of the ſame ill-fated fleet. By 
three o'clock. moſt of the,complement were taken out, at which period the 
ſhip. had thirteen feet of water. in the hold and was manifeſtly ſundering in every 
part; and at half paſt four o'clock, the captain, firſt and third lieutenants, with 

every ſoul except lieutenant Young, left her. The captain's boat pulled for the 
Auguſtus Ceſar, and he contrived to get a bureau, which contained every thin 

he could put up, taken along with him; and got well aboard, but whill 

the men. were ſtanding on the gunwhale ready to lay hold of his bureau, 
which was hoiſting n out of the ſlings and went to the bottom, 
ſo. that this very worthy. man brought to Evgland nothing but what he had 
upon his back, that is, the very worſt of his wearing apparel. Mr, Young 
tarried no longer than to ſet fire to the wreck, which burning rapidly the 
flame quickly reached the filled powder in the after magazine, where, by the 
ſpecial injunction of the captain, it had been lodged very high; ſo that within 
thirty-five. minutes the deck and upper works blew into the air with a violent 
exploſion, and moſt monſtrous column of ſmoke, whilſt the remainder of the 
hull precipitated towards the bed of the ocean. The Admiral in the Belle 
ſtood towards the wreck to ſee the deſtruction complete, and to ſuccour any 
boats,, which might be too full of men, the ſwell of the ſea being prodigious, 
although the weather had been rather moderate ſince the noon of the former 
day, with ſqualls however at intervals, and threats of ſoon becoming violent, 
which it did within two hours of the people getting aboard their re- 
ipective ſhips, and ſo continued for fix or ſeven days without. intermiſſion, 


The Hon. Capt. Cadogan, e. 
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inſomuch that no boat could, during that time, have lived in the water. Nothing 


therefore could be more opportune than the ł ind of lult which had taken place}; 


for both before and afterwards the removal would hate been abſolutely im- 


\Aicable. On ſo ſmall a thread hung the ſalvation of more than fix hundred 
lives indeed for the four days immediately preceding, it had blown ſuch a 
pale, and ſo great a ſea had followed the ſhip, that it had been neceſſary to keep 

er always with the wind upon the quarter, with ſeldom more than the ſpritſail 


hoiſted on the foremaſt, and at times with no fail at all, in which mutilated 


way ſhe run at the rate of fever knots an hour. When the foretop:gallant ſail 
was ſet on the ſtump of the mizen ſhe commonly griped too much, fo as to ren- 
der her ſteerage very difficult, and yet this was carried, whenever it could be, 


with the view of aps ſpeed with the merchantmen, the dulleſt of whom under 
| 


their bare poles went ſtill at'a greater rate. Even in running thus the ſhip rolled 
very much, and every day as ſhe grew lighter, the more uneaſy her motion be- 
came; fo that the men could fcarcely ſtand at their work, nor could they keep their 
legs without ſomething to hold by: there was no ſuch thing as repoſe when fitting 
or lying down upon the deck, nor the procuring of ſteadineſs enough to eat or 
drink with any ſecurity : no meat could be dreſſed ; nor did any man or officer, 
excepting the Admiral, go ed. | 
was no venturing to bring her to, for a boat to come aboard. But notwithſtandifig 
this deſperate condition, when people were dropping through fatigue al ant Gt 


reſt, and the decks covered with water, never was there perhaps any inſtance 
of a whole company behaving with more exemplary obedience, ſobriety, and 
attention, nor did any men ever make greater or more unremitting exertions for 


* 


the preſervation of any ſhip. 


. . 


The officers, who were diftributed with the crew between the Jamaica-men, had 
orders reſpectively to deliver them to the firft man of war or tender they ſhould 


meer with, acquainting the Secretary to the Admiralty by the earlieſt opportunity 


of their proceedings; and a pennant was hoiſted upon the Belle by way of 


diſtinction, to lead if poſſible the reſt. Some kept with her, and others made the 
beſt of their way, under a very natural apprehenfion of ſoon being ſhorr of pro- 


viſions by having ſo many more mouths to feed. The Silver Eel tranſport, un- 
der the command of lieutenant Moody of the Ramillies, who had failed from 


Blueſields with all the then ſick and hurt, was luckily near her on the 21ſt of 


September, the day of her deſtruction, and by the ſeveral deaths which had 


bappened upon the paſſage had room enough made for the reception of all that 
were now alling or maimed, and was therefore charged with them accordingly, 
being properly fitted for their accommodation: ſhe parted from the Ramillies in 


latitude 42: 48, and longitude W. 45 : 19, ſaw her ſet fire to and blow up, 


and, being under orders to make for the firſt port, run into Falmouth on the 
6th of October. On the ſame afternoon one of the traders with a midſhipman 


and ſixteen of the Ramillies reached Plymouth Sound, where alſo with another 


portion of the ſame crew, before day- light the next morning, anchored the 
Auguſtus Ceſar, with captain Moriarty and the firſt lieutenant. But prior to all 
| g theſe, 


into a bed. Until the afternoon of the zcth, there 


S . Ix HI a 


0-47.) 


theſe; on the 4th of the 1 his Majeſty's ſhip Canada had gotten 


4 mouch, having 
Jaſon prize · ſnip of war came into the Briſtol channel) ſpreading the news exery | 
_ where 07 the diſperſion, diſtreſs; and jeopardy of the whole convoy. 

Zoe of the Jamaica-men, with part of the complement. of the Ramillies, fel 


to Portſ- 
puſhed on at ker greateſt ſpeed TR about the ſame. time che | 


I Aer war into the hands of the enemy's privateers ; two were taken in fight of | 


the Belle; but ſhe herſelf got fafe, though ſingly, into Corke harbour on the 
-eth of October, with Mr. Graves and oh 
- finding'the Myrmidon ing 
"rſt wind arrived the 1921 in Plymouth Sound, in perfect health, although with 
the loſs of furniture, ſtock, clothes, linen, books, charts and many private papers, 

"which all had ſhared-the fate of his ſhip. He was attended by the Belle, captain 


ef any rp in the convoy, 
There dere about undes of denn collected 1 in this Port, either | 0 dhe Soun 


— Hamo ae. 
The foundering of his nens ſhip — of the Valle Fg Paris and 


3 ſhips/ of war, ſeems at — to be little doubted, if not fully | 


_ -<ftablifhed, © The former, befides her own commander, had the younger: captain 
Keppel on board. Indeed the ſeamanlike account juſt publiſhed by captain 
Ingleßeld, an excellent officer, of all the detail of diſtrels of. ide” Centaur, 
with the ſtate of the wind, fea, and ſhip, almaſt every hour, during her pro- 
towards diſſolution, will beſt inform you $7 the courſe of things 


Nad Hoch d Mig eher uncl their catilirephes for See 9 the Pee 


of the Namillies have aſſured me that their own circumſtances correſponded very 


minutely with hers. The relation alſo printed by captain Bourchier, a very ex- 
emplary officer, of the manner of periſhing by degrees of the Hektor, aboard of 
whom was captain Drury likewiſe, is equally inſtructive. Mine 1 have nearly 
copied from that of captain Moriarty, tranſmitted though Lord Shuldham to the 


board of N Wave ten gn) e the putting in of the: ' radon at | 


— * 


Plymouth. 
I ſhall now leave you to e as you ſhall think fit, upon the merits or des 


merits, the labours and rewards, and the final good or bad luck of rear admiral 
Graves, only adding that this dreadful hurricane ſeized the Ramillies and her con- 
voy in latitude north 42: 54 and longitude weſt from London 46: 50, during a 
night of lightning, uſer and rain; that the foregoing noon 2 were in 
northern latitude 42; 34 and weftern longitude from London 46: N 

Lord Rodney in thẽ ontag kept much higher north, that is rom 461 to ) 48, 
in order to avoid any cruizers from abe conjunft fleets. of the houſe. of Bourbon, 
. puſhed for Ireland, andiehence into the Briſtol channel. The world, how- 
ever, has been paſſeſſed with: à notion that the naval. peer ſteered a ſouthern 
courſe and recommended ſuch to the convoy, which had it been complied with 
would have ſaved them from the diſaſters they afterwards met with. Superior 

officers, en in chief, do not 148 but preſcribe 3 and the fact, 
47 A N ET 108 06:4" 17, 99 0 
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| 


-three of his majeſty's men, where, | 
ate; the rear admiral rehoiſted his flag, and by uſing the | 


| 
| 
| 


© William Forſter, who had indeed ſtayed by the flag throughout the moſt fteadily | 
; and whoſe to cannot be too much commended . 
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Jones (AM Grey, tn abſolutely diſproved by the coble tord's akin | 


correctly cited above. Beſides which there is groſs 
that ſtorms and tempeſts are ſtationary and lie in particular ſpots of the ocean. 
Moreover, the rear admiral was very well acquainted: with chis navigation from 
recent under Mr. 1 as well as from having formerly, for three 
years ſucceſſively, gone and returned over the ſame ſeas, as governor and commo- 


ignorance in imagining 


dore ar Newfoundland; a command which he owed at an early period of life to 


lord Anſon, and which was rendered pretty remarkable by the 
ture of St. John's, that happened during his 


capture and r 


of five, ten, or fifteen days will, or at leaſt may, make in the weather in every 
of any voyage or paſſage, is ſufficient to account for che difference in that 2 
experienced by lord Rodney and Mr. Graves, though ſailing: upon the ſame — 1 
| beſides which, it is well known to all ſea officers that men oi war attending 
and obliged to conform to the pace of the ſloweſt ſailing veſſel in a convoy — 20k 
hundred ſhips, cannot make or ſhorten ſail, nor ſhape and) manage their courſe 
with the ſame liberty and dexterity that a fingle man of war, under no reſtraint 
whatever, can do. Indeed, I 
upon ſuch a frivolous topic of And doubtleſs lord. Rodney, as well as 
lord Hood, will wonder at a — of the calumniatory reports which in- 
diſcreet partiſans and miniſterial retainers. have from their authority preſumed. to 
circulate, relative to many s in the foregoing letters, — of the 
of which theſe conſiderable officers probably never heard bu t-from newſpapers, 
and muſt be much aſhamed,” however they may differ in judgment and opinion 
concerning the propriety or expedĩiency 1 mcaſures x 
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government, at the cloſe of the for- 
mer war. But (to paſs by ſuch idle obloquy) the mere change, which the diſtance 
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Du MARDI, go Nov. 1781. 
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« Precis de la Campagne de TArmée Navale aux Ordres du 


« T E Compte de Graſſe parti de Breſt le 22 Mars, avec un convoi de cent 
4 1 cinquante voiles, après une traverſẽe ſans exemple pour ſa brievete, 
« Thafla le 29 Avril à coups-de canon dixhuit vaiſſeaux de guerre Anglois qui 
« ayoient bloque la Martinique pendant cinquante jours; la ſuperioritẽ de 
« Jeur marche, & le parti qu'ils prirent de fuir vent arrière, forga le troiſieme 


« jour le Comte de Graſſe de renoncer à leur pourſuĩte pour aller au Fort (A) 

Royal de la Martinique. Aprés y avoir paſſe quarante huit heures, gn feignit 

« une entrepriſe ſur Sainte Lucie, lorſqu'on ne vouloit qu enlever Tobago. 

< Cette colonie fut priſe en preſence de Rodney luimeme qui, avec vingt deux 

« vaiſſeaux contre vingt quatre, ne voulit.qu'etre temoin, obſervant de ſe Jen a 

une diſtance reſpectueuſe, & refuſant conſtamment le combat que les Franęois 

c jui- ont preſentẽ de bonne grace. 2 etant approviſionnẽ de tout ce qui 

lui etoit neceſſaire, Parmee ſe rendit a paint Domingue avec un m_ de (B) 
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Le 16 Juillet elle mouilla au cap, ile de Saint Domingue. 


„Comte de rafle: dans la 


© accompae 


bs =» % 


pris A la Grenade, y la Martinique, & à la Guadaloupe. 
Le 23 PIntrepide 
* de 74 canons, ſauta N Fair par le feu pris dans une barigue de talia. Le 
% meme-accident arriva à P Inconflante ſur Vile à vache. ; 

Le 5 Aon Varmee denn or de St. Domingue, & dirigea ſa route pour 
« paſſer pe la Havanna, afin d' y prendre de Vargent ; elle debouqua en- 
&© ſuite par le canal de Bahama. Le 30 Aoiit elle mouilla dans la baye de 
% Cheſapeak, Le Marquis de Ja Pajecte commandoit à Jameſtown un corps 
e d' Americains qui obſervoit les mouvemens du Lord Cornwallis, dont les 
* forces Etoient plus conſiderables; ce dernier occupoit la poſte d' Tork, ſur la 


& deux cents voiles, 


tive droite de la riyiere de ce nom, & celui de Gloceſter ſur la gauche, vis-àA- 


« vis d' Vork. Le Caton de 50 canons, Guadeloupe de 24, pluſieurs cor vettes 
& un grand nombre de tranſports, aſſuroient ſes ſubſiſtances, ſes communica- 
<« tions, & le rendoient maitre de la mer. Le Comte de Graſſe fut inſtruit de 
ce tous ces details le ſoir meme de ſon arrivẽe par un officier que le Marquis de 
« la Fayette zvoit poſtẽ, au cap Henri pour 1 attendre. 

La fregate l 1 depechee à St. Domingue par le Comte de Barras, 
„ 'chargee des depe Geperaux , Waſhington & Rochambeau au Comte 
« de Graſſe, lui faiſolt connoitre la ſitdation de leur armee, & les-ſucces que 
* les ennemis avoient dans la Virginie & le Maryland ſous les ordres du Lord 


46 Cornwallis, que Von pouvoi: ere fi les forces maritimes devenoient ſu- 


6 perieures a celles des ennemis. 

Le Compte de Graſſe, perſuade de Vimportance de ſecourir ces deux pro- 
« vinces, d'y entreprendre la priſe du Lord Cornwallis dans les poſtes qu'il oc- 
« cupoit, & de ſe rendre maitre de la baie de Cheſapeak, depecha ſur le champ 
ce la Concorde pour annoncer ſon arrivee ſur le Cap Henry, embarqua 3300 
WM 5 aux ordres du Marquis de St. Simon, leſquels furent repartis ſur les 


*. huit vaiſſeaus de guerte que compoſoient ſon  armee. Le retour de 
4e. A Newport annonga aux Genẽraux Waſhington & Rochambeau 


6c "a dif du Comte de Grafle. | Ces generaux firent alors marcher leur 
„ armee ſur la riviere d'Elk, * ſe jette dans le Nord- Eſt au fond de la baye de 
« ' Cheſapeak. 


* Le Comte de Barras fut auſſi prevenu des memes diſpoſitions z CE General 
4 „ent de Vavantage qui reſulteroit de ſa reunion 2 a Farmee du 


„ obſtane by iberis qu” avoit de pouvoir agir en * dans la partie du 


mond. 


ee Gloritu, 7 Aigrette, & la Diligente chaſſoit en avant de Farmte lorſ. | 


« & de la corvette la Loyalifte mouillee au Cap Henri: ils les pourſuivirent 

juſquà Ventree de la riviere d' Tork. | La corvette fut priſe ; le Glorieur 

des deux frigates mouilla ar embouchure de la riviere pour en 

1% farmer le blocus, & fut — le lendemain par les deux vaiſſeaux le Vail. 

* & le Triton: on s empara auf ks la riviere de James qui ſe jette dans la 
„ Cheſapeak, 
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baye de Cheſapeak, ſe diſpoſa a-s'y rendre, non- 


% qu'elle entra dans la baye: ils eurent connoiflance de la fregate la Guadeloupe d 


A P P. E. N D I X | 3 

0 Clieſapeak, quatre lieues plus au ſud que celle d' Vork. LU Experiment, | 
«-PAndromaque; & pluſieurs corvettes ſurent portees dans cette riviere, de mac 
niere à couper la retraite du Lord Cornwallis ſur la Caroline, & proteger en 
« mème temps nos canots & chalouppes ſur leſquels S'embarquerent les 3300 
a % hommes du Marquis de St. Simon, pour les tranſporter dans le haut de la ri- 
x c viere de James, à la diſtance de dixhuit lieues du mouillage de Lynnhaven, oc- 
« cupt par Varmee navale. Le Marquis de St. Simon y arriva le 2 Septembre, 
6 le Marquis de la Fayette le 3, avec le corps qu'il commandoit, & ils ſe porterent 
ci le lendemain ſur Williamſbourg qui n'eſt qu'a cinq lĩieues d' Tork. 

% Le theatre de cette importante operation etoit donc une eſpece de preſ- 
« qu'ile d' environ quinze lieues de l'eſt a POveſt, & de quatre à cinq du nord 
« au ſud, ; formee' par les rivieres York, James, & la baye de Cheſapeak. Les 
t poſtes de Jameſtown, Williamſbourg, ancienne reſidence des gouverneurs de 


“ja Virginie, York & Hampton, ſe trouvent dans cette preſqu'ile. 
«© ]/armee attendoit au mouillage de Lynnhaven les nouvelles de la marche du 
« General Waſhington, & le retour de ſes canots & chalouppes, lorſque le 8 
<« Septembre à huit heures du mation, la fregate de dẽcouverte ſignala vingtſept 
« volles dans Veſt, dirigeant leur route ſur la baye de Cheſapeak: les vents. 
« etojent de la partie du Nord-Eſt. Il fut peu apres reconnu que la ffotte ſig- 
ce nal6e etoit eunemie, & non le Comte de Barras qu'on atrendoit : ils foręoĩent 
« de yoiles & furent bientòt afſez pres pour que l'on appercùt facilement qu'ils 
« ſe rangeoient ſur la ligne du plus pres ſtribord, en faiſant paſſer les vaiſſeaux (D) 
de force A leur avantgarde. Le Comte de Graſſe au moment od ils furent 
« ſignalẽs ordonna de fe diſpoſer au combat; de faire revenir les batimens A 
<« rames qui etoient a l'aiguade, & de ſe tenir prets a appareiller. A midi la 
« marce permettoit de mettre ſous voile, le ſignal. en fur fait ainſi que celui de 
« former en apparcillant une ligne de. viteſſe. Les capitaines mirent dans leurs (E) 
«© manœuvres une telle | celerite, que nonobſtant Fabſence de pres de 1800 
hommes & 90 officiers employes au debarquement de troupes, l' armee fut 
& dans moins de trois: quarts d'heure ſous voile, & fa ligne formee dans Pordre: 
« ſyivant : le Pluton, la Bourgogne, le Marſellois, le Diademe, le Reflechi, l Auguſte, 
« Je St. Eſprit, le Caton, le Ceſar, le Deftin, la Ville de Paris, la Viftoire, le 
« Sceptre, le Northumberland, le Palmier, le Solitaire, le Citoyen, le Scipion, le 
* Magnanime, l' Hercule, le Languedoc, le Zelt, ' Heckor, & le Sorveram. 'Le' 
Languedoc monte par le Sieur de Montail, chef de Veſcadre blanche & bleue, 
« ſe trouvoit directement en avant de la Ville de Paris; le Comte de Graſſe 
« voyant qu'il n'y avoit point d'officiers generaux a ſon arrière garde lui donna 
« un ordre verbal d' aller en prendre le commandem ent. 
% Les ennemis venoient du vent: ils l'avoient conferve en fe formant ſar la 
© ligne de plus pres ſtribord. A deux heures ils virèrent tous enſemble vent (F) 
« arrière, & prirent les memes amures que Larmee Frangoiſez dans cette po- 
4 ſition elles ſe trouverent au meme bord ſans cependant etre rangees ſur des 
« lignes paralleles,.Varciere garde de l' Amiral Graves etant. infiniment au vent 
1 4 . ; 8 166 de 
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(8) & de ſon avantgarde. A trois heures les vaiſſeaux de tete de Parm&e Fran- 
<<, 5aiſe ſe trouvoient, pat la variete des vents & des courans, trop au vent pour 


1 . 


6 que leur ligne fur bien formee. | Le Comte de Graffe les fit arriver de deux 


1% quarts, à fin de donner à tous ſes vaiſſeaux Vavantage' de combattre enfemble ; 
& ils retinrent le vent lorſqu'ils furent ſuffiſamment arrives; les deux tetes des 
cc armees s approcherent alors à la portée de la mouſqueterie: à quatre heures 
«* le combat commenęa a l' avantgarde, commande par le Sieur de Bougain- 
cc ville, avec un feu tres vif, & ſucceſſivement les vaiſſeaux du corps de battaille 
(H) e y prirent part: à 5 heures Tes vents ayant continue de varier juſquà 4 
* quarts, plagoient encore avantgarde Frangoife trop au vent. Le Comte 
de Graſſe defiroit ardemment que Pengagerent fit general, & pour y diſpoſer 
* Pennemi il ordonna une ſeconde fois à fon avantgarde d'arriver; celle de 
6 Amiral Graves etoit ttẽs-mal traitee, & cet Amiral profita de Pavantage du 
* vent qui le rendoit maitre de la diſtance pour eviter d'etre attaque par l'ar- 
<« riere garde Frangoiſe qui faiſoit tous ſes efforts pour atteindre la ſienne & 
« ſon centre, Le coucher du ſoleil termina ce combat. L'Armee Angloiſe 
« tint le vent, & i'ayant encore conſerve le lendemain, elle employa cette jour-- 
« nee a ſe reparer. Le 7 à midi les vents changerent à Vavantage de Parmee 
« Frangoiſe. Le Comte de Graſſe s'approcha de celle de Fennemi & maneeuvra 
je ſoir pour conſerver le vent dans la nuit. Le 8 à la pointe de jour VAmiral 
„ Graves profitoit d'une variation de vent qui le favoriſoit pour s'elever au vent 
* de Varmee Frangoiſe qui etoit alors dans Vordre de Fechiquier fur la ligne du 
plus pres babord, courant les amures à ftribord : le Comte de Graſſe sen ap- 
4 percùt, fit revirer ſon armẽe tout è la fois, & elle ſe trouva par ce mouvement 
* en ordre de battaille bien rangee, allant far Pennemi qui etoit à bord à contre 
. ſur une ligne mal formẽe, & paroiffoit nonobſtant ſa mauvaiſe poſition. vou- 
„ loir diſputer le vent. Le Comte de Graſſe fit ſignal à ſes vaiſſeaux de tete 
«« de paffer tres. pres en avant de ceux des Anglois. IIs enrreprirent alors de ſe 
9 former par une contremarche vent devant, pour preſenter, ſur le meme bord 
% que l' armee Frangoiſe, une ligne de combat. L'Amiral Graves s'appercut 
«« combien cette manceuvre etoit dangereuſe; en ce qu'en la eontinuant elle eut 
% donne a Parmee. Francoiſe Pavantage de l'attaquer, ſon mouvement a moitié 
« forme. . Trois vaiſſeaux avoient ſeuls commence cette manœuvre lorſqu'il ſit 
. «& arriver vent arrière à fon armẽe pour fe former ſur ſon arrière garde; cette 
(1) «« manceuvre. ceda toutafait le vent a Parmee Frangoile, dont les Anglois 
« $'ctoient eloignes à toutes voiles. Dans la nuit du 8 a 9 une variation leur 
„ rendit le vent. Dans la foiree du 9 le Comte de. Graſſe le leur gagna par ſa 
«© manceuvre, & par Vavantage de pouvoir faire plus de voiles que Veſcadre 
Anglois, ſes vaiſſcaux ayant moins ſouffert. Dans la nuit du 9 a 10 les en- 
* nemis diſparurent. Le Comte de Graſſe voyant alors la dificulte de forcer 
„ YAmiral Graves au combat, & craignant que quelques variations de vent 
* n' tuſſent permis à Vennemi de le devancer dans la baye de Cheſapeak, prit le 
<< parti d'y retourner pour y continuer ſes operations, & reprendre ſes equipages. 
N 8 Le 
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„ Le ChHebes & la Hilgente ſe rallierent a: Parmee le 10 au ſoir. Le, II les deux 

4e ffegütes le Richmond de Thin, forges Id veilie de Ia hahe. de Cheſapeak od 

{les avoient etẽ coupef les boutes de Parmee>du, Comte de Gxaſſe, tomherent 

e entre ſes mains: Ton atme ſmouilla cette eme joutnèe ſar le Cap Henri o 

c le Comte de Barras etoit arrive Ja. veille- & SES l YUO1 2 mot: 

„ Larmée Frangoiſe, X Paffaire du 5, etoit compolee de 24 vaiſſeaux & de 

« deux fregates;  Amiral Graves, renforce par Hood, avoit 20 vaiſſeaux, dont 

& deux à trois ponts, & 9 fregates od corvettes. De leur propre aveu, cinq 

« des leurs ont étẽ conſiderablement maltraites, & particulierement le Terrible 

4% de 74, ſixieme vaiſſeau de leur ligne, auquel ils mirent le feu dans la nuit 
% dug au 10, ne pouvant plus le tenir ſur l'eau. Les 15 premiers vaiſſeaux 
de la ligne Frangoiſe furent les ſeuls à prendre part a Paction; ils n' eurent 

e auſh qu'un pareil nombre de vaiſſeaux à combattre ; les cinq de Varriere (K) 


« garde Angloiſe ayant refuſe de fe mettre à portée. 5 i 
16e Francoiſe a perdu, dans cette affaire, les Sieurs de Boades, capi- 


« L'armee 
ic taine de vaiſſeau, commandant le Reflechi, Dupe d*Orvaulr, lieutenant de 
te vaiſſeau & major de Veſcadre bleue; Rhaab, enſeigne de vaiſſeau, Suedois, 
« ſur le Caton; de la Villeon, officier auxiliaire, ſur le Drademe; 18 ont été 
6 pleſſẽs, & il y a eu environ 200 hommes tant tues que bleſſes. 

„ Pendant cet intervalle, Parmee Americaine & Frangoiſe etoient parvenues 
ic à Pembouchure de VEIk. L'avantgarde aux ordres du Comte de Cuſtine, 
© embarquee ſur des biteaux du pays, arriva le 19 à Williamſburgh : le reſte 
& de Varmee, aux ordres du Baron de Viomenil, ayant marché juſqu'i 

Baltimore ' embarqua ſur des fregates & tranſports, envoyẽs, par le 
% Comte de Graſſe. Le 24 tout fut reuni a Williamſbourg : les Generaux 
& Waſhington & Rochambeau y etoient des le 13, etant venus par terre, & 
« rayant que deux aides de camp à leur ſuite. Le 18 ils ſe rendirent à bord 
&« de la Ville de Paris pour concerter avec le Comte de Graſſe ſur les moyens 
© dagir. Le Comte de Graſſe quitta alors le mouillage de Linhaven, od les 
ic vaiſſeaux ne ſont pas en ſurete, & alla prendre celui qui eſt au dela du banc de 
c Middle Ground & d' Horſe- ſnoe; ſon armèe y mouilla. en ligne, en dedans et 
au debouche de ces deux bancs, prete à s'emboſſer fi l'Amiral Graves, ren- (L) 
* force par Varrivee de Digby, elit eſſayẽ de ſecourir le Lord Cornwallis; 
e d'ailleurs cette poſition donnoit auſſi les moyens d'accelerer le ſiege, par une 
« plus grande facilite du tranſport des munitions : il y eut auſſi trois vaiſſeaux 
ce nommes pour aller s emboſſer a l'entrèe de la riviere de James: Le 30,800 
6 hommes de la garniſon des vaiſſeaux furent renforcer le Sieur de Choiſy qui 
& bloquoit Gloceſter avec la legion du Duc de Lauzun de 2000 Americains. 
% York fut inveſti le 29, la tranchee ouverte du 6 au 7 apres midy. Le 17, le 
« Lord Cornwallis demanda une ſuſpenſion d'armes de vingt quatre heures; (le 


« General Burgoyne avoit ſigne il y quatre ans à la meme epoque la capitu- 
& lation de Saratoga), deux heures lui furent ſeulement accordees, & pour lors 


* il demanda à capituler; un jour fut employe a diſcuter ſur les articles de la 
Py 2 


« capitulation, qui fut ſignẽe et conclue le 19. LE 
| | 0M * 
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de 40 batimens, dont un vaiſſeau de 50 
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8 A Z. E T T E de F R A NC E. 


Du Max p, 20 Nov. 178 1. 


« Tournal des operations du corps Frangois ſous Ie commandement du 
„Comte de Rochambeau, Lieutenant General de VArmee du. Roi; 
„ depuis le 15 A'Aoftt.. 


« TOUS recumes le 15 d' Abt, par la fregate la Concorde, les reſponſes 
8 du Comte de Graſſe, qui nous annongioent ſa prochaine arrivee dans la- 
* bay de Cheſapeak avec 3900 hommes, &c. &c. | | 

Nous fumes le 6 Septembre à la téte de VElIk ſur la baye de Cheſapeak 
4. od nous trouvames les lettres du Comte de Graſſe, qui nous faiſoit part de 
«* ſon arrivee dans Ja baye le 28 Aofit, du debarquement des troupes, &c. &c. (M) 

« Le peu de tranſport que l'on avoit pu raſſembler dans la baye, od les 

* Anglois depuis cinq mois avoient tout dẽtruit, ne nous permit que d'embar- 
«: quer. les, & q e. BENT re” 1 1 
Le 8 le General Waſhington; & moi & le Chevalier de Chattelleux primes 
les devants. Nous arrivames le 14. à Williamſbourg. Le Lord Sehe ; 
; | | ; « Etoit« 
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la riviere d' Vork dans la nuit du 6 au 7. 


| » IS | ay $, . - 
*@ Þ % x 7 » 
ce Etoit occupe à ſe retrancher à York & à Gloceſter, barrant la riviere d'York 
ce par ſes vaifſeaux emboſſes & quelqueſuns coules bas dans le chenal. . 
« Apres toutes les nouvelles les plus inquietantes que nous avions regues le 
e long de la route ſur-Papparition de la flotte Angloile, la ſortie de celle du 
«* Comte de Graſſe, un combat donne dans la journee du 5, Vapparition de deux 
* fregates Angloiſes dans la baye, nous cumes enfin dans la nuit du 14 au 15, 
* par une lettre du Comte de Graſſe, un rapport circonſtancie des faits ſuivans: 
% PAmiral Hood avoit rejoint le 28 Aoùt Peſcadre de Graves devant New 
„ York; elles avoient fait voile toutes deux le 31 vers la baye de Cheſapeak, au 
% moment od notre mouvement par terre ſur Philadelphie avoit ete demaſquẽ. 


{N) © L'eſcadre Anglolſe, forte de vingt vaiſſeaux, arriva le 5 au Cap Charles, 
. 


comptant y primer le Comte de Graſſe celui- ci ayant encore 1500 hommes 
« dans toutes ſes chaloupes, qui avoĩent ẽtẽ debarquer les troupes & qui n'etoient 
4 point encore de retour, ne balanga pas A couper ſes cables & a aller com- 
« battre Vennemi avec vingt-quatre vaiſſeaux, laiſſant le reſte a bloquer Corn- 
« wallis dans les rivieres d'York & de James; Graves $'cleva au vent, Pavant- 
„ garde du Compt de Graſſe, aux ordres du Sieur de Bougainville, atteignit 
« Parriere garde Angloiſe, qui fut tres maltrait᷑e; le Comte de Graſſe ayant 


*« pourſuivi quelque temps, rentra le 11 dans la baye od il trouva Vefcarde*du 


Compte de Barras, qui etant partie le 25 Aovtit de Newport avec dix tran- 


, 0G 
(O) © ſports, portant notre artillerie de ſiege, etoit entre dans la baye le 10 a bon 
1 | 


port. Les deux Fregates Angloiſes ſe trouverent entre les deux eſcadres & 

c furent priſes; on detacha tout de ſuite les dix tranſports du Comte de Barras, 

<< les fregates & les priſes du Comte de Graſſe, pour aller prendre nos troupes 

4 à Annapolis, ſous les ordres du Sieur de la Ville Brune, commandant le Romulus, 

« qui avec le Baron de Viomenil mit une telle activitẽ qu'il arriva le 25 au creck 
« de Williamſburg on Yon debarqua Parmee le 26 & le 27, - 

Le 28, Varmee allice partit de Williamſburg à la pointe de jour, ſe porta 


© far York-town, & le corps. Frangois compoſe de 7000 hommes commenca Vin- 


s veſtiſſement, &c. Le 29, Parmee Americaine paſſa le marais, & Vinveſtiſfe- 
% ment de York ſe trouva complet. La nuit du 29 au 3o, Pennemi prit le parti 
“de nous .abandonner tous ſes ouvrages exterieurs. Nous paſſames la journee 
* qu 30 à nous loger dans ces ouvrages abandonnes. Ce meme jour les tranſ- 
xc ports portant Partillerie de ſiege ſont deſcendus juſqu'à Trubello- Landini a 7 
a 7 ,,, / r W ano col 
Le 3 Octobre, le Sieur de Choiſy marcha pour reſſerrer Gloceſter. 

& La tranchẽe a te ouverte dans les deux attaques audeſſus & audeſſous de 


* * 


„La nuit du 10 au 11 ona mis le feu au Charon & à trois autres tran- 
« ſports. _ 0 1216 POR. e ee 

HDans la journee du 17 Fennemi commenga a parlementer. La capitula- 
< tion a ẽtè ſignẽe le 19 au matin. La garniſon a defile' a deux heures tatubour 
„ ha ä c. —— meienr t ee enn enen "249 003 thts 243 44 
-- DAULANTL, &c. 
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Wiebe ; RED e 3 N | © Cape Plat, 22th Norember, 1701. 
. A Summary of the Operations. of the e in North 


x7 8 2 

I E ti gate Concorde, detathed to the hn, by the — & e 

| was changed with diſpatches from Generals Waſhington and — 
ah to * — Count de Graſſe, to inform him of the ſituation of their armies, 
and of the ſucceſs the enemy had in Virginia and Maryland, under the command 
of Lord Cornwallis, whom it was poſſible to ſurprize, if the en, force of 
France became ſuperior to that of the enemy in thoſe ſeas. | 
The Count de Graſſe, convinced how, important it would be to: ſzecour 
thoſe two provinces, to force Lord : Cornwallis in the poſts he occupied, and to 
render himſelf maſter of the Cheſapeak bay, eee ee che ſame 

frigate back to announce his approach. q 

& The Count de Barras, alſo perſuaded of the great benefit that woula reſult 
from his junction with the fleet of the Count de Graſſe in the bay, prepared him- 
ſelf to 80 chere, :nrwatanding he had authority to command in chief in thoſe 
ſeas. ; 2412 ' 
085 The Sue de Graſſe, having embarked in the twenty eigbt ſhips of the 
line that compoſed his fleet the regiments d'Agenois, de Gatinols, and de Tou- 
raine, that formed a corps of 3300 men, urder the orders of che Marquis de St. 
In, failed on the Ich of Augult from the Cape. 2 
0 n 


% 


my 


RS, a. & 2 N D 1 I. 


« The fleet was in fight of Cuba on the 5th, and received on the toth fe-- 
veral Spaniſh _— pilots, to conduct it through the Old Straits. The 
ſame day an Engliſh frigate was chat, "yu e. by the ſuperiority of her 


failin 
« The 17th le Hefor joined, which was not quite ready when the fleet failed. 
On the 18th the frigate Aigrette brought two millions four hundred chouſard 
Ueret, uhich the Count de Graſſe had. ſent for to the Havannah. 
« The fleet paſſed the on 8 the ſtraĩts of Bahama. The : 2 ch the i ght 
took a U ke guns, a packet-boat of 20, and a velle), on Ghar: 


which was Lord Mar ara cam ub of Charletown.... The aGh another fri- 
gate was taken, tan 24 guns. The 29th the land was diſcovered, and on 


* zoth the whole fleet anchored in the Cheſapeak-bay, at one leagye from the- 


ſhore. 

« The Marquis de la Fayette commanded a corps of Americans at James-- 
town, that obſerved the is, Whoſe force was more 
conſiderable; he occupied the poſt of York, ſituated on the right fide of York. 
river, and that of Glouceſter on the left, oppoſite to York. The Charon of 50: 

» Guadaloupe of 24, ſeveral floops of war, and a great number of tranſports,. 
Farniſhbed Lord Cornwallis with proviſions, ſecured his communication, and made 
him maſter of the ſea. The Count de Graſſe was informed of all theſe particu- 
lars the evening of his b 6d CEIITnh ted ea Fagetiechal poſted 
ac S ta wait bis arrival. 


Gloriear, Aigrette, and Hilig gerte, Were on the lo&k-:ous' Aead. of the 
fleet when it entered the bay, and . the Guadalonpe frigate and. ſwop of war 


Eoyalift at anchor under Cape Henry, gave them chace as far as the entrance of 
York river. ſloop was taken. 
be Obe wa the pro Li frigates anchored at the entrance ef the river 
to form ito nn the Rap 75 "Gay were qxtafecced * ho Micha And 
Triton: 22912. 79 N b 7 103 J ts; 1 
"08 Jane's river, which ln the bay 3 to the Norths | 
ward of Tork, was alſo ſecured; and the Experiment and  Axdromaque, with» 
ſeveral ſmaller veſſels, were placed in this river, ſo as to cut off the retreat of 
Lord Cornwallis into the Carolinas, and to protect our boats, in which were 
embarked, the 1ſt of September, the three 'thouſand threr hundred men of the: 
Marquis de St. Simon, to be carried: up James's river, eighteen leagues from - 
Lynnhaven, the Place where the fleet was at anchor,. and the next day: arnved: | 
there. 4 


% The troops encamped vmil the 8th, when they began this: anch fart 
Williamſborgh, which is but five leagues from Vork, and there the armies of: 
the Marquis de St. Simon and the Marquis de la Fayette formed a junction. 

* On the 15th of Auguſt the Concorde frigate arrived at Newport with the 
anſwer of Monſieur de Graſſe; and as ſoon: as Meffrs. Waſhington and Ro- 
chambeau had knowledge of it, they put their army in motion, and by different 
movements ſo well concealed. their 1 intention from the enemy, whom they made 

believe 


EC CE AS ES . 7 


at u Iſland and 0 . were the objeRs, that Sir. Hen 
n 7 5 1 e bought of ſen ccours to We, ae OE! uf 
On the eck of September the armes Generals, W ws dt and Ro- 
chambeau arrived at Hs mouth of the river Mes van- guat och nded 
M. de Cuſtive, , embarked in boats of the A and arrived the t9th at 
ing are the reſt of the army, commanded by M. le Baron de Viomefnil, 
Kelis by far as Baltimore, embarked on board the friga nd. tram 
At. * by. the Count de Grafſe, The 24 ach whole 

Foned ar K fr gas The Generals Walhipgton' and. Rachembeau ar- 

dar ue et Wilks 3th, having travelled by land with obly two aids-du-camp in 

their ſuite. 2 
' Can this interval; Lord Cornwallis had employed himſelf in intrenching 

4 end louceſter; he had alſo barred the river, by mooring his ſhips, and by: 
| bega ee me of them in the channel. 

.. «The ſcene of action was a ſort of peninſula, about fifteen leag Les from Ealt 
to We (t, and four or five from North to South, formed by Jing rivers. York-- 
river, and the bay of Cheſapeak. The poſts of James- toun, Williawf burgh,. 
York, and Hampion, are within this pevinſula.. _ | 

40 The fleet in Lynnhaven bay was waiting for news fro General Wathingeon 
3 the return of its boats, When, on the 5th FE September, A eight; in the 
morning, the look-out frigate made the ſignal of ſeeing twenty. ſeven fail to the 


> 


A ee for the ag. with: the wind. at N. E. It was ſoon diſe 
2 oh enemy's. fleet, and not: that of the Count de Barras, which was 


—ů 

% The Engliſh fleer forcing fail was ſoon near enough to be perceived forming: 
the line of battle ahead on Io ſtarboard tack,.and placing i heavieſt hips 1 in the. 
van. 

As ſoon as it was known to be an enemy & fleet; the Count de Graſſe gave 
orders to prepare for battle, to recall the boats from watering, and for the fleet to 
be ready to get under ſail: At noon the tide permitted to get under fail; accord- 
ipgly Hos * made, as alſo to form the line promiſcuoully as the ſhips could 

pt u Wel 
ww « All the captains- applied themſelves ſo. diligently to. the manceuvrey. that, 
notwithſtanding the; abſence of ninety officers and eighteen hundred men, the 
fleet was under fail in leſs than three quarters of an hour, and the line formed in 
od follow in g:order : Pluton, Maris, Beurgogne, Diademe, Reflechi, Fugue 

St. Eſp rit, Caton, Cæſar, Deſtin, Fill. 4 Paris, Vidtoire; Scepire, Northum 
land, Pale, Salitgire, Citcyen, Scipian, Mag nanime, Hercule, Languedoc, Zell, 
Hector, Souvrain. The Languedoc, commanded by. M. de Monteil, commo- 
dore of the white and blue ſquadron, happened to be the ſhip next ahead of 
the Ville de Paris; and the Count de Grafle, obſerving, that no general officer 
was in his reaf, e. de Monteil a verbal order to 89 and take the command 
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1 poſition "the two "flcets were on he? fame Hate; b but 'by. nd rheans | 
parall 1; * dy rear:guard of. Admital Graves Was Infinixely oP NY f bis 
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van. 
. At Fo! clock the headinoft of che French ſhips; from the 'va of "the 
wind, an Une; 


current, findin * thernſelves too far to windward'for 2'we Ih 
Count de Graſſe made them bear up 95 1797 that His e mi bt Hat 
e advantage of engaging together; aka they k pt che Wind as foo as t hey were 
ficiently in line to leeward. . #6 es 3 
% The headmoſt ſhips of both niert approached each · ther to wittiii muſquet 

hot. wh = the action eohuthenssd in the van, commanded by M. de Bougainville. 
Py 


; briſk fire, and the main body were ſuccefiively 6 At 5 o'clock 
Wit d_ continuing to Val even 55 'oInts, laced the OY ſtill too 
uch 0 windward. The ©: -ount de 65 Acre l d td make the action 
ad, and, to diſpoſe Wee to n, ordefed again his Van-gitar N 

away z that of ae Graves was very Hl treated, and he profited of the advan+ 
tage the wind gave him to be mafter of his diftance, and to avoid bein attacked 
wh the French rear, who! were uſing t their utmoſt endeavour to reach his rear and 
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their wind, ard having preſerved it, employed all the next day in repairing't 
damages. f 
8 The — 2 at noon, the winds changed in favour of the French, the Count de 
Graſſe approached ps enemy, and manceuvred in the night fo as to prefer ve the 
wind. ey 
er At Uay-break, on, he det, che wind having Fivqured Admiral Grabes, i 
enabled bis ſhips to look Up to windward of the "French „bo were then in 4 Bow 
and quarter line upan a wind on the ſtarboard tack; but the Count de? Grafe 
perceiving it tacked his whole fleet together. © They were by this movement in a 
well- formed line approaching the enemy, who were upon the contrary tack ina 
ling badly formed, and a peared” inchiged, notwithſtanding their bad order, to 
; de che wind. The Count de Graſſe made the Tignal' to his van 10 PR CRORE 
to winoward « of "We enemy, who were cone "He to form the ine f battle, 
by racking one Hip, after another, d com ro the ame rack with the let of! 
rance. Bags 
t Admiral Graves 'then perceived how Wetgeröe ſuch a wovemehr on 
he, and that to continue it would give opportunity to the French to attack him 
before bis fleet was Half formed; three” of bis fhips had already tacked, When 
he made his fleet wear together, and form aſtern of his rear- guard, by which 
means he gare up "the © weather-gage to the French, and made ſail from 
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letter that he was ordered by General Waſhington to ande one of chattnieces of 


cannon, taken in the redouht to the regiment de Galinois, and one to the * 


ment de Deux Ponts. 


* In ſhort, the officers in general and ir in . have ſhewn of the moſt 


hazardous occaſions that cool and intrepid coura 
The ſoldiers ſeemed to be all animated with Ons martial ardor which” 


bravery. 


Ciftin uiſhes the French ſoldier. 
© The ſhips arrived laſt Tueſday Nat the Provence, 75 Hoire, Valiant, and 


inen wich He Ralieaſe and Ai 
peak the 4th of this month, an Moi. 
Monſ. de Grafle is A to Martnigue, and the . are a failed for the | 


Windward Ilands.“ 


wards 


ates. 


They 
e Graſſe fout days after. The fleet 


which characterizes true” . 


quitted the bay of Cheſa- 
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Princeſſa 
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Montague : 74 
Royal Oak 74 
London | 98 


Belliqueux 
Alfred 


Bedford 74 

1090 74 
erica | Cas | 64 
entaur : 74 
Monarch ag 
Barfleur — 
Invincible 74 
64 
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THERE having been De in the Monteep newſpaper at Jamaica A 
down right falſifcatiòn of the relation publiſhed, Wong rehch, at Cape Francois, 
of their American campaign in 1781, particularly. of the ſea : ſight in the Cheſa-' 
peak on the zth of September, accompanied with a ſcandalous miſrepreſentation 
of the conduct of our fleet in general, perverting the ſituation of the ſquadrons 
that compoſed it, derer the whole miſcarriage of the day ſingly to rear ad- 
miral Graves, and deſcribing the commander and captains of that diviſion and of 
thoſe ſhips which did not come into action at all as heroes panting with impatience 
for an gy of fighting ; the following letter and obſervations, upon the 
whole account, were ſent to Mr. James Fanning the printer of the newſpaper, 
and were by him forthwith printed. we Rs” n 
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8 IR. . bel. 033-: - it. Jan. 1782. 
You have publiſhed in your paper of the 2gth of laſt month an infamous libel 
upon the character of the late commander in chief in North America. The only 


amends you can make will be to Inſert the encloſed obſervations in your next 


paper; and that you may be .conyinced of their truth,” I have ſent for ;your pe- 
ruſal a copy of the French admiral's account of that tranſaction. ol 


You ſhall find me ready to give you, or any other perſon, every ſatisfaktion by 


„ 
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i | obinſon's coffee-houſe, K. 
a line addreſſed to me at Robinſon's coffee-houſe, Kingfton. ne 
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What” a ball ingſton, Jamaica, Jan. 1782. 


« Sr Samuel Hood's diviſion formed the van of the Britiſh fleet in going 
ce down towards the enemy; the French were ſtanding out of the Cheſapeak upon 
<« a wind-and-forming the line of battle for diſpatch as the ſhips of their fleet 
* could get forward, without regard to the written line. As ſoon as the Engliſh 
« fleet had advanced towards the enemy as far as a ſhoal called the Middle 
Ground would admit them to do, the fleet wore altogether and formed upon 
« the ſame tack, the French were upon, which change of poſition put admiral 
« Drake and his diviſion into the rear guard, and in this ſituation of the two 
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1 the Engliſh rear was cl nearer to the enemy than the vanguatd, the yan 

# was therefore 2 ſignal to bear away, and it came, ſo gear to the enemy 
that hen it was thought „ begin the action, the ſhips, on both ſides were 
with muſket ſhot notwithſtanding the French van bore away... | 

The French admiral ſays that < the Engliſh fleet came down from to windward 4 
ce that in order to give his ſhips the advantage of engaging altogether, he made 
« his vanguard bear away and form in a line with his center; that the vanguard 
c on each ſide approached within muſket ſhot; that the battle began in the van, 
« and the ſhips in the center ſucceſſively took their patt, that the fifteen fore- 
«moſt ſhips of che French line only could have a ſhare in the action, and they 
ec had only a like number of the enemy to engage, the five ſhips. of the Eng liſb 
«rear guard having refuſed to come within canon ſhot.. 

Now an enquirer may aſk, how it happened that in the F. rench account ſuch 
particular notice is taken of the Engliſh rear? ſurely; the ſhameful miſconduct of 
any one man could not - have been the cauſe! when the fignal for cloſe action 
was the firſt ſignal made and kept lying, and the ſignal for the 0 gr bade 
taken down before a ſhot was fired. 

In another place the French admiral ſays, 4 1 he Engliſh rear guard was in- 
ec finſtely to windward of their van.” It may be excuſable to repeat here that 
when the Eygliſti fleet wore, Sir Samuel Hood's diviſion was much nearer to 

the enemy than any other part of the Engliſh fleet was. How came be panting 
"heroes then to get ſo much to windward, when the enemy, lay the wbole time to 
leeward of them? ſurely: that _—_ not hove had they axed the 
2 for cloſe cd | 
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THERE being a pri of de vPthe dag, elde (formerly pub- 
liſhed in the ae papers and political 'magazines "againſt Mr. Graves) ci in 
the Morning Chronitle of the 25th of laſt November, under the ſignature of An 

American F repreſentin * admiral as firing in the Oheſapeak, only from 
the other fide of: a ſand-bank, t produced the next day the following letter from 
a naval officer," Juſt then returned from America, he W no ſecret of his real 


name, having been engaged in that action, __ nou- . que e of his 
e is 0 W | 0 dv i 30 
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; Ig? hg * e Cher, m your paper of yeſterday, | 
may, I truſt, be commented on with foie propriety, though they metit no ſeri- 
us anſwer; and your Known and avowed impartiality will (I have no doubt) as 
be ©: readily inſert this animadyerſion, as the one which gave rife to it. | 
Cc s Being | 
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8 * een fail 


6 Middte Ground, and to 
, ſervice to avoid that dangerous ſhoal; and as it is alſo evident that he was 


-& for' five minutes during 


brings the foible of our line 22 * of theirs z. but ihe fait if 1 may be 
% allowed to play with this expreſſion, lay in the reat gf our 

.« windward and refufed 
« the commander of that diviſion ; unluckily the Fee diſpoſed (too haſtily 


460 


1 ÞB „ FE W D 1 X 
zar naief juſt landed from + ho tation ow the cant um 
& man, and an eye witneſs to the hoe of the bufiſteſs he alludes 20, I ſhall, 
a without ceremony, detect his falfities; and endeavour to correct his errors; the 
4 latter would have remained — 1 mere not the 8 of the former been 
& yndeceive them. © 1 165 
„ This Craifer, whoſe bl we bids; 1 1 i Gas) GEM Nat (ich 
« afſercion, I giee him more credit for than I can afford bim for that of the 
« private khiiper being often the trurſt criteria of public 1tanſations”); has en- 
4. deavduted to traduce the character of an officer, whoſe bravery, profeſional (kill, 


*e and * exertions im the fefyice of his count, have rendered his name 


L as much ref] {wy in America, (and as deſcrvedly) as that of the braveſt of our 
27775 in Europe. The Cruiſer; dy bis remarks, without dates, without dum- 


ts of mi ps, cc. ap without candour, ge, or' judgment, -attributes 
he capture of Ld Co, to Nr e ee Lill not follow 

„ him through bis ſtring of epithets,-nor at this ment zero Ks tits. hy 
« ſtate facts on record witneſſed by thouſands. © © — ' 

On the gik of September (fot the 234) the Britiſh fete, conſiſiiog.of nine- 
the line, appeared off the Cheſapeak z the enemy in Lyn Haven 
ay (not moored in a creſeent) mei Kpped heit cables, and. ſtood o 
1 An twenty- fout fafl of the line in 4 line ., 2 20 

& As the American Cuiſer is evident 2 ſiranger to ihe ne of tu 
the time" whe the {kill of the pilets was of 


* gt an eye witneſs of that tranſaction, or not competent to judge of it, I 
4 ſhall only aſſert, that the Britiſh fleet, that is, the part of it which en- 


„ paged, was not only brought to action at the proper time, but in the moſt 


« maſterly and officer - like manner; the ſignal for the line was immediately hauled 
© down, notwithſtanding his aſſertion to = contrary, and only hoiſted again once 
the day, and the ſignal for clo/e action was conſtantly 
« broad. The. van and leading ſhips of our center he owns. obey it, and this 


cet, which kept to 
* to come into action; for wh at reaſon 1 is beſt Know to 


of the tail of a Sandbanꝭ on the London's bozy who had ho mannet of 
40 22 for it; 1 ere properly managed, © night haye been, placed 


to infinite advantage. „Sir, there was no fail of a ſandbank over which 


the London ever 23 . did ſhe heave to for any: I ſaw her bear down di- 
c rely on her oponent, and give her fire with ſuch ect and conflknty as obliged 


60 the Falle de Paris repeatedly to edge from her. The ſituation of the rear di- 
« viliaſyar this period rendered it Nei ire for the Fa, 'of the center 


be nord Monſear Da Graff cle bn this obeaki in Mi ee} to ie French Cine le the 
action. 


6 * | | 0 | | & diviſion 
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„ dieigoß to cloſ⸗ wich the enemy, as they otherwiſe unqueſtionably would have 
„ done The unfortunate. De Graſſe, brave, was afterwards cui 
de The event of this partial action the Cruiſer acknowledges proved, 40 inferi- 
& ority of guns to be no infegiority of force,” the French being cbliged to bear up. 
„ The French undoubtedly bore up, and with rwenty-fy feur-ſail ihe line, after 
CO having engaged the van and center of the Britiſh fleet, conſiſting only of twelve. 
4 * Now, Sir, the rear diviſion, however de/irous to go a- head with their brave com- 
% mander, had no Occaſion to vive themſelves that trouble, nor had they a right to 
„ wiſh for a change of ſtation ; there were laurels ſufficient to have been gathered 
<« there, had they edged down: and engaged their ſeveral opponents, conformably 
cc lt ſignal flying: had this been done, I will be bold to aſſert, (and 1 am far 


—— 2 — 


- em being . — i my opinion) the enemy would never have regamed the 
x heſapeak, nor would the brave Cornwallis have been reduced to ſurrender. 
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Theſe are facts well known in the American world. a 
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